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CHAP. 1 , — The general Plan of this tnstruetion. 

After a series of contestations, which have lasted 
rimost three centuries, it ought to apj^ar natural to sap^ 
pose, that, now at least, the minds of the protestant pub- 
lic should be tolerably well instructed, respecting the 
doctrines of the catholic religion ; or, if not well in- 
structed,— disposed, at all events, to understand 
them. For this reason it has occurred to me, that f 
shall perform a service peculiarly useful to the protes> 
tant, as well as advantageous to the catholic, if I pre- 
Mot a statement, — a concise and simple statenfent, — of 
ihe real character of our principles ; distinguishing them^ 
at the same time, from those false opinions, which the 
hostility of protestantism has so unjiij^tly imputed to us. 

I have, in reality, very frequently made the observe - 
hop, that the aversion, which tlie protestant enteitaips 
for the catholic religion, reposes principally upon the 
erroneous notions, which, misled by misconcepr 
tbnand prejudice, he has formed ,oi its doctrines ; and, 
somerimes, even upon the mere sound of certain t ^rnas, 
cur expressions, which have wounded his feelings, only 
because he has not given himself the trouble to ascer- 
tain their signification. Hence it is my opinion, that 
it will he partumkrly important to explain to our dis- 
senting brethren, what the^^hurcb, by the orgaurof the 
: pouocu of Trent, has solemnly de^ed| in relation to all 
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those articles of belief, wlijch distmito them from tbeir 
parent institute ; without stopping to make any reply 
to those objections which are urged, oither^agaiDst indi- 
vidual writers, or gainst objech^, which are ' Hot neces- 
sarily, nor universally received amongst us. For, to 
impute to a whole body the sentiments of a few private 
inciividiials would be, — rDaille himself, and the most 
mrtial, own it,— unreasonable and unjust, indeed, 
Daillc allows, that to separate from the paront-cbukch, 
onthelscore of any other articles, than such as are au- 
*!tben.tically established, and generally observed, is both 
fiubecoming, and criminal. For y^ese reasons, 1 shall 
^ionfine myself to the decrees of the council of Trent ; 
since it is in these, that the church has spoken dect- 
sivaly, respecting all those tenets, which are the subjects 
of contestation between the protestant and the 
iiC' communities. What I shall, tnyseli^ add, by the 

. way of elucidation, shall be, only wiiat the dmre^ au- 
iboritatively approves ; and what also, by the plainest 
evidence, is exactly conformable to the doctrine of tlds 

-holy- council. 

The exposition of our tenets, conducted upon the 
above principles, will produce two advantages. It will, 
in tile first place, set aside, or ' prev^t, a great deal of 
altercation: because it will shew, that the chief cause 
.of the tiisaffecUon, which the protei^nt cherishes for oor 
religion, Is founded upon erroneousexplanations of its be- 
lief, It will, in tile next place, renoove from alterca- 
tion evei^ thing, that resembles r^our ; foedtuse the 
disputes, wbiph thus remain 4;o be decided, witl neither, 
in the eyes of the protestant, appear vkally import- 
.Ant, as hitherto he had been wont to think them ; ner 
.will they seem to treodi upon any of the ftindameatab 
of Christianity, .. 
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CHAP. The Catholic helievei^ according iS ihi 
tickn^ioledgment of ihe proie&tants, all the funda- 
mental articles of christiamty, * 

To begin, then, with the fundamental and leading 
articdaa of Christian faith ; — It is a fact, which nOt ^ven 
the hostility of the well instructed protestant can pre- 
sume to call in question, that, in regard tov^ll these at 
least, the catholic church doc.^, both sincerely believe, 
and publicly profess them. 

If the protestant conceive, that the fundamental 
articles of chrbtianity consist in the belief, that jt is 
necessary to adore one God, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost ; and that we must, moreover, confide in Him 
alone, through the merits and mediation of his only 
Sop, who, become incarnate, was for pur salvation cru- 
dfied ; and arose to life again, — if the protestant con- 
ceive, that these are the fundamental articles of the 
Christian fpith, then must he likewise own, that, as ca- 
tholics, we, all of us, profess them. Or, if to tho above 
articles be please to unite those likewise, which are 
contained in the Apostles’ Creed,— he knows too, that 
we receive all these, without any exception, or restric- 
tion ; afid that even we nnderst^d them in their pure 
and genuine signification. 

Daillc — one of the most learned, and at the same 
time, one .of the most inveterate, antagonists of tho 
catholic religion,— r composed a work entitled, Fatth 
founded onjthe Script i/fes. In this, after havm[^ 
f^pOfed' aU th® wbeks of* the protestant cliurches, he 
adeb: ** These articles are not even disputed. TJie 
Church of Rome itself professes to believe them. la rc- 
ality, the church of Rome does not believe all our opi- 
nions ; but we bclkvG all its articles of faitli*’* 
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' Hesce, unless this minister, or the protestanis, des- 
troy tlieir own faith, they cannot, with any thing like 
oonsistencyi pretend to deny, that the catholic does re- 
; lally believe all the fundamental articles of the Christian 
revelation. / . 

But, the point is, in fact, too manifest to be reason a* 
bly called in question, although even Daill<5, or 'any 
other adversely, had not, — as they have done, — allowed 
it. The thing speaks for itself. There is not a pro- 
testant, save the stupidly ignorant, or the obstinately 
. prejudiced, but knows, that the catholic believes every 

* individual article, which the reformed churches haVe 
thought proper to look upon as fundamental,* Pro- 

^ testant candor, has, not unfrequently, conceded this; 
tegretting, at the same time, that prejudice, and igno- 
‘ ranee, should still obstinately continue to contest it. 

Aware, however, of the advantages, which We derive 
frott) the abdve concessions, there are among the pro- 
’ testants some, who pretend to deprive us of them, by. 
' contending, that we destroy the fundamental articles, 
which wd admit, by the’" adoption of othervarticles like- 
. wise, w^hich are at variance with them. This they 

• “ Under the Papacy^^' says Luther himself, " erre iwkwjf 
good things ; yea^ every things that is good in chrisiidfUty. I 
soy, tnoreover^ thaU under the pomey, is true Christianity ; even 
the very kernel of ckrisiianily. (JPook against the Anabaptists.) 

“ church qf Rome ” says our Hooker, “ is, no d<mht, to 
he atirilMted a port of the Rjouse of Cod; and we gladfy 

• eieknowledge them to be of the Family of Jesus Christ” (JlccU 

Pol. ' , , / 

** In the Judgment” fays Dr. Some, “ of till learned menL, 
and of all reformed churches, there is inpbpery, a'chureh ; m 
ministry /a true Christ, And if you think, that all of the popish 
sortwho died in the popish.church, are damned, think ahsnrdhf 
md dissent from, the judgment oflhe learned protestanis. . (DeL 
against Fenry.) 
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. affect to prore, by the consequences, wbich^ not we, 
but themselves, deduce from our doctrines. Now, 
Daille himself, whom 1 have just cited,-T-less on ac- 
count of his learning, than for the good sense and wis- 
dom of his testimony, — instructs his protestant brethren, 
what opinion they ought to form of such consequences, 
even upon the supposition, that they could really deduce 
:them from our principles. In the letter, which bo 
wrote to Monglat. on the subject of his apology, he 
says : “ Although the opinion of the Lutheran res- 
pecting the Eucharist, as well as that of the catho- 
. tics, implies, in our ideas, the destruction of the 
humanity of Jesus Christ, yet would it he a calumny 
to impute such a consequence to them ; seeing, that 
they, most formally disclaim it I* 
j. In the Christian dispensation there is, certainly, no* 
thing more essential than the acknowle dgment of the 
reality of the human nature in Jesus Christ. And yet, 
although the Lutherans maintain a doctrine, from which 
the Calvinists infer the destruction of this vital Inith. — 
and infer it, too, by deductions, which themselves deem 
evident,— still, not even upon these accounts, do the lat- 
.ter refuse them the fellowship of their communion. 

Their opinion,'* says'Daille, “since they disclaim the 
odious consequence, is harmle.ss : and devoid of venom.** 
And it was hence, thatthesynod oiCbarenton, holden in 
lCidl ,'admit«^ them e\en to the holy table : **‘Because,** 
it remarks, they admit all the principles, and funda- 
• menttil articles, of religion consequently, a 

. fixed and estahUsbed maxim among the protestanis, 

, that, in objects of religion, it is not . the inferences, 
^ which an adversary may deduce from any doctrine, 
that ought to ]be regarded ; but thoM only, which Its own 
..professors acknowledge ; or advocates inculcate, 

, A 3 


Digitized by Google 



% 

Wlien, thei*efore, the malevolence of protestant pre- 
judice pretends^ by inferences, which itself deduces, 
that we do not honour sufficiently, either the greatness 
of the Divinity, or the mediatorship of Jesus Christ ; 
cithet the infinite dignity of His sacrifice, or the super- 
abundance of his merits, — when malevolence pretends, 
and boldly asserts, this, how easily might we defend 
ourselves, by appealing to those maxims, wliich, as I 
have just remarked, the protestants respect, and follow, 
in their relations with one another? We might, on 
such occasions, observe to them, that, precisely as 
themselves consider it “ a calumny'* to attribute to 
any protestant sect consequences, which such sect dis- 
avows, — just so, it is an act of injustice likewise to im- 
pute to catholics, opinions, which the catiiolics condemn. 

Bht, I shall now proceed, by the simple exposition 
of our doctrines, to shew the adversaries of our reli^ow, 
that, so far from destroying, either directly, or indi- 
rectly, any of the fundamental articles of Christianity, 
we, on the contraiy, establish them on so strong a 
foundation ; and hang them round with such a blaze 
of evidence, that no one, except the most inveterately 
prejudiced, can, without extreme injjistice, presume fo 
deny, that, at least, we understand them accurately ; 
and explain them with fidelity. 

CHAP. HI . — God alone i$ properly the JSnd ^ 
Religious Worship.^ 

With regard to the adoration, which is due to <Jie 
Divinity, the doctrine of the catholic church upon this 
subject is, — that this important act of religion con«wU 
chiefly, in believmg that God is the* Creator, and the 
Lord of all things ; and in attaching ourseKes to H«a 
with all the feelings and faculties of our sotik, hr tb®' 
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cxi«c»«8 of faith, confidence, and love, as to a Being, 
who alond is capable of imparting happiness to our affec* 
tioiis; by communicating to us an infinite good, — 
which is Himself. 

To this interior adoration, which we thus pay to God 
in spirit and in truth, there are always appended certain 
e^rferior marks, the principal of which is Sacrifice, 
Sacrifice, therefore, is a tribute, which can^be presen- 
ted solely to the Almighty : because it is a public testi- 
mony, and a solemn protestation, of His sovereignty ; 
imd of our absolute dependence on Him. 

In like manner, it is our bel^f, that all religious 
worship o\ight ultimately to terminate in God, as in its 
only real, and essential, centre. And, if the honor, 
wh^h we pay to the blessed Virgin, or to the saints, 
can be denominated religious worship, it is only because 
such acts of piety centre necessarily in the Godhead. 

But, before I explain any farther the nature of our 
religious worship, I will here just make this observation, 
— that the protcstants themselves, compelled by tho 
force of evidence, have now the candour to acknow- 
ledgO/ that the custom of praying to the saints, and of 
bonouring their relics, was generally established, even 
in the fourth cenluiy of the Christian church.* Daille 

♦. IDhe Centuriators allow, that, even so early, as at an early 
fart of the third century, the invocation of the Saints was prac- 
tised in the church. Yine may traccy they say, manifest vestiges 
af a, in the writers of this century. Thus, in Origen, you have 
ikia finaef address^i^^O Blessed Job, Pray fw us, 

* if f> eos^essed” adds the learned and impartial Thomdyke, 
“ that qll th^ Fathers of both the Greeks and Latin c/turches, 
viz, the saints Basil, Nazianzsn, Nyssen, AnUtrose, Jerome , 
AusHn, Vhrysostom, the two Cyrils, Theodoret, Fulgentivs, 
Gregory the Great, Leo ; and all, their time, have spoken 

to the Samis ; and desired their assistance,” <Ep. to Trag.) 
a4 
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himself allo^ this, in his Treatise against the tradition 
of the Latin church on the subject of religious worship. 
In this work, he boldly accuses the saints — Basil, Am* 
brose, Jerome, Chrysostom, Augustine, with several .other 
distinguished characters of this period ; but above all. 
Saint Gregory of ^Jazianzum, who, by way of excel* 
lence, is usually called the Theologian, — he boldty 
accuses these holy men of having altered, upon theM 

r )ints, the doctrines of the preceding centuries. Now; 

appeal to ccymmon sense : — t ■ it indeed to common 
sense, appear reasonable to imagine, that Daillc,— or a 
few protestant theologians, — should, at the end of 
hundred years,. understand better the sentiments of the 
fathers of the three first ages, than did the illu4iimis 
pastors, who im mediately succeded them ? Sur 1 , such 
supposition is preposterous. And it is the more so, j ecanse 
the fathers of the fourth centuiy, so far from perceivii^ 
that any innovation had stolen into tl)e public worship, 
— on the contraiy, positively inform us, (and even 
Daille himself adduces their attestations) that, in pray* 
ing to the saints, they did nothing but follow the exam- 
ple of those pastors, who, in the preceding age^ had 
gone before them. Hence, without invesUgating any 
farther the opinions [of the ^fathers of the three 
centuries, the concessions of Daille are, themselvef^ a 
sufficient testimony in our favour : for he thus abandons 
to us all the distinguished characters, that graced the 
fourth age of the Christian church. 

It is true, that in order to lessen the value of Uie 
above acknowledgment; and to excite contempt against 
the holy pastors of the forementioned periods, the 
boldness of Daille has insolently presumed to nickn«^me 
them, — as if they were but #sect, — “ Reliquctrisis 
that is, men, who venerated relics. But, surely/ the 
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protesi&nt community at large will not be thus' grossly 
disrespectful to tliese great a^ enlightened men ! They 
will not, surely, dare to pretend, that pastors so emi- 
nent for their piety, and so distinguished for their learn- 
log, fell, by their veneration for the saints, end their 
respect for. relics; into the odious crime of idolatry ; or 
else, destroyed that confidence, which the Christian 
ouglit to enterUin in the mediation of Jesus Christ. 
They should even hi^ll all reproaches of us; seeing, 
that tiiey cannot employ them against us, without cast- 
ing them, at tlie same time, upon characters, which they 
aftect to revere, as we do, for Ihe holiness of their lives, 
and the purity of their doctrine. But I shall now pro- 
ceed; — being engaged, rather to expose the principles 
of our belief, than to enumerate its defenders. 

CHAP. IV.— -0/1 the Invocation of the Saints, 
Tb£ doctrine of the church upon this subject is,— 
that it is useful to address ourselves to the saints, in or- 
der to obtain the aid of their intercession * She, how- 

* Tobias xii, i2. The angel Raphael says to Tobias: When 
thov! didst pray with tears, didst bury the dead, 1 offered up 

thy prayer to the Lord ^ 

2 Machabees xv. 12, &c. This, says Judas, relating his vision, 
this is Jeremiah, the prophet of God, who prays much for the 
people, and the holy tiiy. 

Luke XV. 10. i say to you, there shall he joy before the angels 
of God, upon one simier doing penance. 

Apocalypse v. 8. And when he had opened the bdok,Jhefqu¥ 
living creatures, and the four and twenty ancients, fell down 
fore ihe Lamb i having, each of them,mrpsi and golden vials 
full Hf odours, which are the prayers of the ^ints. 

Apostles' Creed. 1 believe in the communion qf Saints. 

The’ belief of the Fathers of the church respecting this article 
sufficiently, perhaps, stated in the proceeding chapter. . But 
a5 
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at tits mna teaches^ that wa rmiftt io IbH 
in Aat same f^irit of diavity; and acodpdmg to cl)at 
same order of social fellowship, which {Monapt ns to 
solicit the matual assistance of one another, whilst wo 
dwdl together on tlds earthly theatre. Did the me<U- 
atorship of Christ receive any injury, or dbparagemeiitt 
feom the circumstance of our addresses to the saints, 
then would it also, as the Catechism of the Council of. 
Trent remarks, be violated in like manner by tfie pray- 
ers, u^ich wc thus reciiuocaily ofier up. for caofa other s 
benefit. 

In order, however, still farther to prevent any mksi}ii<r 
derstanding, tlie Catechism, which I ju*<t r^ei;red Iq, 
points out the very great, and essential, difference, ihtt 
exists, between the manner, in which we implore the 
assistance of the Almighty, and that, in which we peti- 
tion the intercession of the Saints, eniretii the 

eboald the reader wish to see the testimoniesof these holy men, 
either upon this, or miy other controverted, subject, I re&r hiiu 
tp the work of Messrs Qermgton and Kirk, entitled. The FaiUi 
of CdthoUcSy oonfirmedhy Scripture ; and attested iy the Fathers^ 
work, .wbi^ stands a splendid monument of learning, in- 
dustry, and talent ; and whose utility, if equalled, is not surpass** 
ed, by any modem publication. 

The fact, however, Is so notorious, that, In the early ages of the 
church, the feithful, every where, invocated the saints, that it is 
not contested by the enlightened protestant, “ It is” says Bishop 
Montague, ** the common votccywith general concurrence y 
out cmtradicticny reverend and leatned antiquity . . . And I 
fee no cause to dissent from Mm (the catholics), touching interr 
cession of this kind. Christ is not thus wronged in his mediation. 
And it is no impiety to say^ as the atthoUcs do : Ho|.y Mahv, 
Prav POE (Invoc. of Saints.) 

Indeedj even Luther himself approves of (he in vocatit>i^ c(f 
the saints. ** / athWy he says, “ with the whole Christian eJa/rch , 
Ond heliepCy thit'tke saints in heoeen shoul4i>e invoked. For, who 
ean contradict the miraeks wrought dai^ ut their fmibs f (Tie 
purgat. qnomnd. art.) * 
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Mmighiy, it says, eilher to confer upon us some 
blessing; or to deliver us from some misfortune. 
But, since the saints are more pleasing to Him than 
see are, d?e, hence, intreai them tor lend us their assist^ 
mice; and to obtain for us the grant of our requests. 
Far this reason, the forms of our petitions, on each 
occasion, are extremely different. Addressing our^ 
selves to God, we say to Him: Have Merc? on us; 
Hear us. Whereas, speaking to the Saints, we say 
‘merely: Pray for us. (Tit. de Invoc, Sanct.) — 
Hence, be the raanner what it may, in which men 
chance to present their petitions to the saints, it is, at 
least, to this form, that the church, and its enlightened 
members are always careful to reduce them : and this, 
the above Catechism, in the subsequent parts, c6nfirms. 
• But. it may be well, too^ to take notice of the man- 
ner, in which the Council itself, instructing the pastors 
of the church how they ought to speak of the invocation 
of the saints, commands them to address the faithful. 
It bids them say, that ‘‘ The saints, who reign with 
Christ, offer up their prayers for the benefit of men ; 
Jhat it is good, and useful, suppliant ly to ask their in- 
ter cession ; and to have recourse to their aid and in- 
fiuence, in order to obtain favours from God, 
THROUGH His Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord ; who, 
alone, is our Saviour, and qur Redeemer, 

Neither is this all, that the Courrcil teaches: For, 
besides this, it condemns all those, who presume to in- 
culcate any doctrine, that is at variance wkh the fore- 
going principles. 

From these principles, it is, therefore, easy to under- 
stand, vrhat the belief is of the CaihoHc Church, res- 
pecting the invocation of the saints. It is simply this, 
that it is useful to solicit their intercession, in order to 
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6btain from God, through the merits, and mediatioj^, of 
Jesus Christ, those benefits which we stand in need of^. 
It is, indeed, entirely through Jesus Christ, that we 
obtain, whatsoever we do obtain, in consequence of the 
influence of the saints ; since it is in the name of Jesus 
Christ, that the saints themselves address the Etei:Gal 
Father ; and in his name only, that their petitions are 
attended to. Such,^ — expressed thus clearly in few 
words by the Council of Trent, — is the faith of the 
Catholic Church, on the article of the invocation of the 
saints. How astonishing, then, it is, that, after an ex- 
planation so plain and satisfactory, the protestant should 
still obstinately accuse us of departing from Jesus 
Christ.** We thus, in reality, only beseech his mem- 
bers, who are, at the same time, ours ; his children, who 
are also our brethren ; his saints, who are our flrst-imits; 
to unite their intercession to our supplications ; intreai* 
ing the common master of them, and of us, to grant our 
petitions, in the name of our common mediator; Jesus 
Christ. . 

The same council explains to us still further, and in 
very few and easy words, what the spirit is, or what the 
intention, of the church, when sha offers up to God the 
sacrifice of the mass, by way of hoj)ouring the memoiy 
of the saints. The honor, which wo pay to them in thw 
sacred action consists in naming them in our prayen; 
** the faithful servants of God;** in returning thanim to 
God for- the victories, which, through his grace, they 
have so happily purchased; and in beseeching him hum-! 
bly, to allow his indignation to be softened by the 
fluences of their intercession. 

St 'Austin, above thirteen hundred years ago, had 
made the observation, that, “although it was the custom 
of the universal church to offer up the sacrifice of tire 
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mass over the bodks, and in memory, of iho mertyi?;-^ 
yet, it ought npt, hence, to be imagined, that it was to 
the martyrs, that the holy oblation was presented." 
(L. 8. De Civit. Dei.) — In like manner, the same saindt 
remarks again, that, at the holy table, during the 
c^ebration of the sacred mysteries, a commemoTation 
is made of the blessed martyrs ; not by the way of 
praying for them, as it was the custom to pray for tho 
rest of the dead, — but rather to intreat tlicm to offer 
up their prayers for us." 1 cite the words of the holy 
bishtm, because they are nearly the same with those, 
which, upon this subject, the council of Trent makes 
use of, in its instructions to the faithful. Th^ church, 
says the council, does not offer up sacrifice to the 
smnts; hut to God alone ^ who has crowned the saints. 
Hence, the priest, addressing Saint Peter, or Saint 
Paul, does not say to them : I offer this sacrifice 
TO Y(WMh>^/, returning thanks to God for their vic- 
tories, he a^s only tfwir assistance ; in order that 
they, whom we commemorate on earth, may he 
plefteed to inUrcede for us in heaven. ( Sess. 22 ) 
Thus it is, that we honour the saints, — wishing tlius 
to obtain by the help of their suffrages the grace of God ; 
and, abo«e all, the grace io imitate their virtues to 
which w<e are animeted by the conteinplaticm of thek 
bright«xample ; and by the honour, which, before God, 
w« pay toihdir happy memories. 

The psotaslani, who will give himself the trouble lo 
isoasider above «:xpianaffon of our doctrine, will, if 
fae jbe oaiidid,he^fiempelk>dtp own, that, as we neither 
teko mermy from the any one of the divine perfec- 
tmCn«O V»either die attsihi^ to the creature any one . 
ffiiall^,^:#pm!^Oii, tliatiss^^npriate but to God.'^ 
T^, are- we diatin^aished idola(ef8,^a tiasie. 
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which,, os it is supplied to us,’ was invented only hy po- 
testant’illwiil, in order tncrely to make us pdious. 

> But, it is objected, that, '* by addressing our prayers 
to tho saints, and by honouring them, as if they were 
present in every plaoe, we attribiite to them a kind of 
immensity ; or at least, a knowledge of tho secrets of 
the human heart, — a circumstance, which, according to 
the testimony of the Scriptures, (xod reserves solely to 
Himself ” Now, this objection, although often indeed 
repeated, is, still, founded . upon ignorarjce; or upon a 
.very mistaken notion of our tenets. For, without exa- 
mining upon what foundation a certain degree of know- 
ledge of earthly tilings, or even of the secrets of the 
human heart, may be attributed to the saints,— without 
examining this, it is, methipks, evident, that H is not 
raising the creature above the sphere of its condition, to 
say, that it docs possess some knowledge of these ob- 
jects, by the means of that light, which God commu- 
nicates to it. The example of the prophets evinces this. 
God has often imparled to the prophets the foresight of 
duture events, although such quality ought to appear 
• confined most peculiarly to Himself. 

' But, im short, never did there exist any catholic so 
unwise as to have imagined, that the saints are ac- 
quainted with our wants, or read our desires,' through 
, the medium solely of their own sagacity. All, that 
the church, after the example of every- aj^ of' anti- 
quity, teaches upon, this subject, is,— that it isf useful 
to address our supplications to them, whether they 
learn our necessities through the ministry of the angels, 
-for the angels, the scripture informs us, are acquainted 
^with human transactions,, being “ ministering, spirit,” 
appointed by God to promote the work of oqr salva- 
tion whether th^y know oar desires tlupugh^the mf- 
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diam of a particalar revelation ; or in shorty whether 
God himself discover the secret to them in the mirror of 
his own infinite. essence, — that principle, in which all 
truth is comprehended. These are points, upon which, 
the church has decided nothing. 

Be the medium, however, wh/it it may, by which 
God comraunicutes to the saints the knowledge of our 
prayers, it is still true, that the catholic does not, — as 
did the idolaters, — attribute to any human creature any 
one of the divine perfections: since he doep not ac- 
knowledge even in the greatest saints, any possible de- 
gree of excellence, which does not immediately derive 
from God. He entertains no veneration for them, save 
that, which results from their virtues ; owns no virtue, 
save that, whjch is the gift of grace; no knowledge, 
besides that, which God communicates ; no power to 
assist us, beyond that, which arises from their interces- 
sions ; nor any share of happiness, except that, which 
is the effect of their conformity to the rule of the divine 
will. 

Whoever, therefore, considers our sentiments concem- 
ng the saints, will conceive it manifest, that we do 
not exalt these happy beings above the rank of human 
creatures. He will likewise understand, wiiat the na- 
ture is of that external honor, which we pay them — 
The external honor which we pay them, is merely the 
expression of those interior sentiments, which we enter- 
tain for their virtues, and their sjinctity (*) 

* The protestant, who has seriously considered the real sen- 
timents of the catholic church, respecting the veneration, which 
we pay to the saints, wUh I sm sure,— if candid, —acknowledge 
Uiat there is not in it, any thing, that even distantly resembles 
5 the nature of idolatry. Hence, he will reprobate that insolence, 
which, daily, reviles us, as stupid idolaters : and he will feel 
astonisbed at that singular policy, which compels men fe «ceor, 
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But, since the honor, which the Catholic Church 
pays to the saints, is manifested principally by the fesr- 
pect, which we shew to their images, and their relics, 
it is, for this reason, proper to explain, what our belief 
is, respecting these two objects of our veneration. 

CHAP. V.~0;i Images. 

In relation to images, the council of Trent expressly 
forbids any one to believe, that there is any dimnityy 
or any virtue, in them, which should appear to claim 
the tribute of his veneration; on the contrary, it teaches 
that it is sinful to ask any favor from them ; or to 
place our confidence in them. The decree of the coua- 
cil is, — ^that all the honor, which is paid to them, shall 
he referred to the originals, whom they are designed 
to represent Sess. 25. de Invoc. Sanct. 

(our legislators swear) — that we are such. " Ido solemnly and 
sincerely, in the presence of God profess, (this is the oath, which 
qualifies our legislators for their acts of wisdom,) testify and de^ 
dare, that J do believe, that the invocation, or adoration if the 
Virgin Mary, or any other saint, as now used in the church of 
Bonne, is superstitious, and idolatrous** Good God ! how truly 
horrible! To swear, that that is idolatry, which has not a 
shadow of idolatry' in it I To call heaven to witne^ rhat 
that is idolatry, which the Christian universe, through every 
age,-- the saints, and the sages, of every country, have fervently 
cultivated ! Pitifuljs the policy, which requires the frightful 
oath ; and dreadful the hardihood, which takes it. 

* Exodus XX.V. 18 The Lord spoke unto Moses, sc^ng: Thou 
Shalt make two Chervlim of gold / f beaten work thou shall 
make them on both sides f the mercy seat. . 

Number's xxi. 8, 9. .4nd the Lord said unto Moeee : Makea 
braxen serpent ; and set it for a sign, ^ery one that is bitten, 
when he looketh upon it, shall live. And Moses made a. hrgxen 
serpent / and set it for a sigp, which, when they., that tecre bitten* 
beheld, they were healed. 

3. Kings, vi. 29. And Solomon carved all the walls of the tenr 
pie round about, with cawed figures of cherubim^ and palm treu, 
and open fiowers, within and without. 
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In ^ese words of the council the plainest distinotion 
ie made between the ideas of the catholic, and the no- 
fiode of the idolater, on the subject of images. So far^ 
aecnrding to the above dedniUon, is the catholic from 
iielievkig, as did the idolater, that there resides any 
divinity in such objects,— 4hat not even does he thinks 
or conceive there is any virtue in them whatsoever,— 
^xcefi that {tf awakening in the mind the remem- 
brance of those originals, whom they are intended to 
exhibit. This is the sole foundation of ihe honor* 
Uiat we pay ip images. 

It cannot, for example, be denied, that the imago 
of Christ Jesus crucifix awakens in us, when we cast 
cor eyes upon it, the lively remembrance of Him, 

icho hath loved us so, as to iay down hts life for our 
stdtoUionr Whilst the contemplation of the image 
nourishes in the soul this useful recollection, we are, of. 

like the invocation of the saints, the early use, and veneration, 
of their images are conceded to ns by the best informed protes- 
tant writers. The CenturistoiH allow, that they were com- 
mon, even in the third and fourth ages of the church. Ev^ebitu, 
they say, writes, that he taw^ in Asia, Christians, who preserved 
the images of Ester y and St, Paul; and of <Jhrist himself. 
YCent. S.) 

TertuUian, the same writers add, seems to declare, that the 
Omstians.kept the image of the Cross, both in their public assem- 
hUes, and in their private houses. And it was hence, that the pa- 
gans called them, ^ fVarshippers oftheCross.'^ (Cent. 3.) See aim 
Cent. 4. passim. Our own English writers, — nearly all, who 
have treated on this Subject,— make the same ooncessibna. 

In the Wittemburg editions of Luther's works, the great re- 
former is represented on his knees before a crucifix. 

I could, indeed, adduce the auth(»rity of many celebrated 
'yrotestants* who approve of the use, and veneration, of Images. 
The pictures of Christ, says Bishop Montague, of the Blessed 
Virgin, and ef the Saints mag be had in houses, and placed in 
churches ; and respect md honour may bs given them, (In 
Bpistom.) 
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«ourie» inclined naturaUy, to declare, by jom^ exietoil 
expregsion, the tenderness of our gratitude; aiid,*bf 
humbling ourselves before tbe representation^ to testifv. 
the willingness of our submission to the divine ongioaf., 
that, — ^to speak correctly, or theologically^— whe4 
we honor an image of kn apostle, or a martyr, our tDteu>^. 
tion is, not so much to honor the image, as to honor the. 
apostle or the martyr, in the presence of the image. Sucsfair 
is the lan^age of the Roman pontifical. That of tl^e 
council of Trent is similar to it. The honor, says the 
council, which we pay to images, is referred is ihs 
Originals, whom they represent ; so that by means of 
the images, which we hiss; and before which too 
kneel, we adore Jesus Christ and venerate his 
saints, (Sess. 25.) ' ' 

In short, it is easy to Understand, in what spirit the 
church designs to honor images, by the characters of 
that respect, which she pays to the cross, and to the 
book of tbe gospel. Bending down to the cross, our 
intention is, to adore Him, ** who bore our sins upoi^ 
the tree** And if .we bow out beads before the book 
of the gospel ; if .we rise from our seats, when the holy 
volume is presented to us ; or if we kiss it with pro- 
found respect, — the whole honor, on such occasions, 
is referred solely to that eternal ^ truth, which is therein 
proposed unto us. ' 

The protestant is indeed unreasonable, who considers 
as an act of idolatry, that reli^ous feeling of the mind, 
which induces the cathojic to uncover, or bow down, 
his head before the image of the cross, merely in com- 
memoration of him, who expired upon it ^br the love 
of man. And blind,— exceedingly Wind, is be, who 
does not perceive the infinite differ^ce, which there is, 
between those, who put their trust in idols, under the 
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idea tbat the idol contained some divinity, or at least 
some secret virtue, — and those, who, like us, declare, 
that the only use of images, w to raise the soul to hea- 
ven, in order there to honour Christ Jesus, or his saints ; 
and in the saints, the Almighty himself, who alone is 
the author of all grace and sanctification.’*^ 

CHAP. VI.^Ow Relics, 

The honor, which, in imitation of the first Christians, 
we pay to the relics of the saints, is similar to that, 
which we testify for their memories.t The bodies of 

• It is a (act, that there is hardly a single passage in the scrip- 
tures, which is connected with any controverted question, that 
the first reformers did not, some way or other, alter and pervert ; 

making as the learned protostant, Zancliius, admits, “ the 
scriptures agree with their ovm fanpies.^' They did this, parti- 
cularly in those texts, which relating to idols, they thought fit 
to apply to images. In all these, they constantly translated the 
word, ^ idol”— ; or else, “ image^”— preciselv 
as the alteration was adapted to their designs ; or as it seemed 
beat calculated to alarm the piety, and to scare the simplicity, 
ef the ignorant. It was thus, for example, that they translated 
the twenty-first verse of the fifth chapter of the first epistle of 
St “ Babes, keep yourselves from Images — a trans- 

lation, which is false, and ridiculous, as its aim was mischievous. 
For, in order to deceive the vulgar, and to excite confusion, 
they fix^d up the awful words, in huge and terrific characters, 
throughout all, or nearly all, the churches of the nation. It 
was by fiilsehoods, and impositions, such as these, that they, 
at length, and best, succeeded in cheating the credulity of the 
public* 

•b Fourth Book of Kings, xiii. 21, When n dead man was 
let down into the sepulchre of Eliseus, no sooner did he toitc/t the 
bones of the prophet, than he was revived ; and stood vp on Iris 
feet. 

Acts xix. 1 1 , 12. y4nd God wrought, by the hand of Paul, 
• more them common fpiraeiss. So that even thei'c were brought 
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the saints are so many victims, that have been offered 
op to God, either by the sacrifice of martyrdom, or by* 
the hardships of penance. And did the protestant re- 
flect, that it is in this point of view, ^hat we consider 
them, he would not then conceive, as through prejudice 
he does too often, that the respect, which, from such mo- 
tives, we shew to these venerable objects, could possibly 
detach us from that honor which we owe to God. 

The affection, which, in the cases of human friend- 
ship, a friend experiences for afiiend, extends, not only 
to the cherished individual, but to his children, and re- 
lations ; and not merely to these, but even to whatever 
represents him ; to whatever once belonged to him ; or 
that brings back to the mind tlie pleasing remembrance 
of him. This is the dictate of the instincts of nature. 
And did the protestant again weigh this, then would be 

from his body to the sick, handkerchiefs, and aprons: and the 
diseoLSes deparUd from them ; and the wicked spvritswent out of 
them. 

The Centuriators allow, that the veDeration of relics pre- 
vailed in the church, in the third and fourth centuries.-— 
Saint Cyprian, they say, exhorts the priests of Rome care^ 
fuUy to mark down the days of the deaths of the martyrs, in 
order that they might celebrate their commemeration, in the 
chapels of the martyrs, (Cent. 3.) “ Jt was,** they add, 

<< in this '{the fourth) century, that began the translation assd 
veneration of the relics of the saints** (Cent. 4.) ' 

So manifest, in reality, is the veneration, which, in th 
early ages of the church, the Christians used to pay to relict, 
that not even do the most learned, though inveterate, pro- 
testants attempt to dispute it. Daill^, Blondel, Chemnitius, 
Whitaker, &c. attest the prevalence of this veneration, fre- 
quently. Indeed, the works of the fathers are full of tetti- ^ 
monies in commendation of it. Every where, says Saint 
Hilary, \s the blood of the martyrs received i and their veneraMe 
bones bear witness f-^he devils trembling before them s maiadke 
expelled: and wonders tcrought, (Contra Constant.) 


Digitized by Google 





likewise understand, bow the progress of honor is simi- 
lar to that of friendship : since honor is nothing else, 
in reality, than affection united with fear, and mingled 
with respect. .In short, did the protestant consider, 
that the whole exterior worship, which the catholic 
cultivates, derives its origin from God alone, and returns 
solely to God again,- — did he consider this, then would 
he, top, conceive clearly, that such worship, animated 
as it thus is merely by the author of sanctity, cannot 
possibly be displeasing to any one of his divine perfec- 
tions. He would, on the contrary, conceive, that, if 
God, jealous as He is of the love of men, does yet permit 
them to love each other for the love of Him, nor deems 
such love the division of our affections, — just so, jealous 
as He likewise is of the respect and veneration of the 
faithful, still does He’ allow them also, — without look- 
ing upon such act, as any partition of the worship, 
which is due to Him, — to honor, for His sake, those 
happy beings, whom Himself has honored so greatly. 

It is, however, true, that the external marks of 'rever 
rence, which, at different periods, the catholic may 
have employed it? expressing his veneration for the 
saints, are by no means, all of them, essential to relir 
gion. Without making any alteration in her doc-? 
trine,, the church has often extended, or abridged, her 
external practices ; regulated, in these points, by the 
nature of circumstances; by the character of times, 
places, and events ; not wishing, that her children 
should be servilely subjected to visible things; but by 
their means, be animated only to greater fervour ; and 
admonished to turn the mind to God, in order to pre- 
sent to him, in spirit and^ truth, “ that reasonable ser- 
which he expects from all his creaturos. 
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After this natural and simple exposition of our tenets, 
it is obvious, as 1 have remarked already, that a great 
part of our disputes would be prevented, or at least 
hushed, did men only give themselves the trouble to 
appreciate terms; or else, conduct themselyes with 
Christian charity. Would the protestant only consider 
calmly tlie abovO explanations, — which comprise the 
express doctrine of the council of Trent, — he would 
cease to reproach us with violating the mediation of 
Jesus Christ; with invoking the saints, or honoring' 
their images, in a way, tliat should be appropriated to 
God alone. Adoration, U is true, invocation, and the 
name of Mediator, do ih some sense, belong only to 
God, and to Christ Jesus. And hence, it is easy to abuse, 
or misapply, these terras, in order to throw an odium 
upon our tenets. But, if men would act candidly, and 
reduce words to the signification, which 1 have just 
been giving them, — then would their reproaches vanish ; 
and their objections lose all their influence. Or, if 
they had any other difficulties, less important than the 
foregoing, to object against us, — sincerity would corapeK 
them to. acknowledge, that they are satisfied* at least, 
upon the principal subjects of their prejudice, and com- 
plaints. 

At all events, certain it is, that notliing can be more 
unjust than the objection, which is so very often urged 
cugainst us, — “ that we make piety consist in mere de- 
votion to the saints — whereas, all, lliat the church, or 
the council of Trent, teaches upon the subject, is simply 
this,— tliat is good and uaefulj to invoke thsir in- 
iert^essionr — I'he design, therefore, of the church is, 
to condemn those, who, either out of contempt, or 
through eiTor, reject this act of piety. Her censure, in 
such cases, is wise : because, whilst it w wrong to p««- 
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nit the eoiUempt of practices, which are beneficial to 
salvation, it is wrong likewise to tolerate, under tlic 
mere sanction of a few upstart teachers, the condeinna- 
Uon of a doctrine which every age of Christianity has 
autliorised, and cultivated 

CHAP, VII.— O/i Jusiificaiion. 

The question respecting justification will point out, 
in a manner, still clearer than any of the preceding, 
how many difficulties might be terminated, or pre- 
vented, by the simple exposition of our sentiments and 
opinions. 

Whoever is conversant, although it bo but slenderly, 
in the history of protestantism, knowsi that its first au- 
thors considered this article ; and pro))osed it to the pub- 
lic, as the chief, and fundamental, pi iucipleof their unr 
happy separation from the parent-elm rch. So lliat it 
is peculiarly necessary to understand it with some pre- 
cision. - - 

It is our belief, then, in the first place, that or/r sf//s 
, are gratuitously remitted to us ty theptercy of God, 
through the merits of Jesus Christ.* These are the 
^erms precisely, which the council of Trent makes use 
pf ; adding to them moreover, that, we are said to be 
justified gratuitously, because .none of the things, 

* Romans iii. 23^ 24, 25. JFor, all have tinned; avd de 
need the glory of God. Being justified freely his grace, 
through the redemption of Jesus Christ, whom God hath set 
forth to be a propitiation, through faith in his blood. 

Ephesians i. 7. -/it whom we have redemption, through bis 
blood, the f emission of sins. 

1 Timothy ii. 5, 6.* For, there is one God, and one mediator 
of God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself ^ 
redemptumfor all. 

* B 3 
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which precede justification, whether it he faith or 
giood works, can merit this blessing for us*'* Sess. vi. 

The scriptures explcuH to us the remission of sins, bj 
saying, sometimes, that ‘‘ God covers Meiw/” '"some- 
times, that “ he takes them away;** sometimes, that 
he ^aces them hy the grace of the Holy Ghost,** who 
makes us, as it were, new creatures. Induced by the 
variety of these expressions, we conceive it wise to join 
them all together ; in order, from their combination, to 
form a perfect notion of the justification of the sinner. 
This process, therefore, observed, — it is our consequent 
belief, that, not only are our sins covered ; but entirely 
washed away, and effaced, by the blood of Jesus Christ, 
and by the grace of regeneration. Neither does this opi- 
nion, either darken, or diminish, the ideas^ which we 
ought to entertain of the merits of our Saviour s suffer- 
ings. It, on the contraiy, enlivens, and increases, them. 

Again, therefore, the consequence is, — that the jus- 
tice of Jesus Christ is not only imputed, but actually 
communicated, to his faithful, by the operation of the 
Holy Ghost : so that, by his gi^ace, men are not merely 
reputed just, but really rendered just.f 

* John XV. 5. He, that abideth in me, and I in him, the^ 
same heareth much fruit. For, withotU me, you can do nothing;, 
Ephesians ii. 8, 9. For, by grace you are savgd, through 
faith y and that, not of yourselves : for, it is the gift of God, 
not of works, that no man may glory, 

Titus iii. 7. That being justified by his.grace, we may be 
heirs, according to hope, of life everlcLsting, 

t Romans v. 5. ' The charity of God is shed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghost, which is given unto us, 

Ephesians iv. 24. Put on the new man, which, according 
to God, is created injustice and holiness, 

Titus iii. 5, 6. Recording to his mercy, he hathsavedus by the 
washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost ; which 
he hath shed on us in abisndance, through JesusChritt, our Lord^ 
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For, if the justice, which is in us, were justice merely 
in the eyes of men, then would it not be the work of 
the Holy Ghost. It is, consequently, justice in the 
eyes of God : since it is God himself, who creates it in^ 
us, by shedding abroad his charity through our hearts. 

At the same time, it is unhappily too true, that the 
Jlesh lusteth against the spirit, and the spirit against 
the flesh. It is true, that we are, all of us, wanting 
in many things. For these reasons, although even our 
iijstice, by the infusion of the divine love, be real ; still, 
it is not perfect justice, on account of the combats of 
concupiscence, that works within us. So that the main 
duty of Christian justice is to nourish constantly in the 
heart a spirit of penance, and of deep regret for ini- 
quity. We, therefore, with St. Austin, humbly own, 
that^ in this life, our justice consists, rather in &e for- 
giveness of sin, than in the perfection of virtue* 

CHAP. VIII.— On the Merit of good Works. 

The doctrine of the catholic church respecting the 
merit of good works, is, — ‘‘ that eternal life ought to be , 
proposed to the children of God, both as a grace, which 
is mercifully promised to them ; and as a recompence, 
which, by virtde of this promise, is faithfully bestowed 
upon their good works, and their deservings.*'* Such 
is the language of the council of Trent. Sess. vi. 

• Matthew x. 42. Whosoever shaJl give to drink to one of 
these little ones a cup of eold water only, in the name of a 
disciple, amen, Isay unto you, he shall not lose his reward. 

Matthew xvi. 27. For, the Son of Man shall come in the 
glory of his faiher, with his angels / and then will herender to 
every man, aecording to his win ks. 

Hebrews vi. 10. Fer, God it not ufguet, that he should 
« 
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' Lest, however, the weakness of human pride should 
be flattered with the idea of any presumptuous merit, 
the council, at the same time, inculcates, that the price, 
and value, of Christian actions proceed, wholly from the 
efficacy of sanctifying grace ; — a grace, gratuitously be- 
stowed upon us, in the name of Jesus Christ; as well 
as the frait of the continual influence of this divine 
Head over the conduct of his members. 

In reality, the precepts, apd the exhortations ; . the 
promises, the threats, and the reproaches, of the gospel 
do manifestly attest, — that it is the d\ity of the Christian 
to work out his salvation, by the movement of his owu 
will, co-operating with the grace of God, who is mer- 
cifully pleased to aid us. — For, it is a leading maxim 
of our religion, th^t free-will, of itself, unaided by 
grace, and uninfluenced by the Holy Ghost, con do 
nothing» that conducts to the purchase of eternal hap- 
piness. 

Wherefore, convinced, that it is this divine Spirit, 
which, by the operation of his graces, produces in us' 
whatsoever good we do, —we,' for this reason, believe, 
moreover, that the good works of the faithful are pecu- 
liarly pleasing to the Almighty; and valuable in his 
sight. And it is hence, that, after the example of 
every age of Christian antiquity, we make use of the 
term, ^^meritr — designing, by it, to express princijially 
the price, and the dignity, of those actions, which we 
perform under tlie guidance, and the impulses, of grace. 

forget your work, and the tove, which you have shewn in hi' 
iussne ; you, who have ministered, and do minister, to the saints, 

2 Peter i. 10. fF'herefore, brethren, labour (he more, that, 
by good works, you may make your eaUing, and election, sure, 

James ii. 14. '17. What sltaU U profit, my brethren, if a 
man say, he hath faith, but hath not works } Shail faith he 
able to Sfxve him T Faith, if it hath f^9t works, is dead init8e{f. 
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But, since the sanctity of every action is the operation 
of God, who himself creates it in us, — the. church, for 
this reason, in the council of Trent, has adopted, as 
the expression of her faith, that saying of Saint Austin, 
T^that, in crowning the merit of his servants, God 
merely crowns his own works* 

1 recommend it seriously to every lover of truth and 
charity, to peruse, at somC length, the words of the 
above-mentioned council ; in order that, instructed, and 
disabused, by them, he may divest himself of those 
false impressions, which, as a pirotestant, he has too 
easily imbibed respecting our catholic principles. “ Al* 
though we remark,” say the fathers of this assembly, 
that the sacred scriptures affix so much importance to 
good works, that Jesus Christ himself promises a reward 
even for a cup of cold water bestowed upon the poor ; 
and that the apostle assures us, that momentary suffer- 
ings hereshall produce an eternal weight of glory hereaf- 
ter, — although allthis be true, stilly God forbid, that the 
Christian should confide, or glory, in himself, and not 
in the Lord ; whose goodness towards men fs so great, 
that he regards, as their merits, the very gifts, which 
Jlimself bestows upon them.” Such is every where 
the doctrine of the council of Trent. 

In another session, (the 14th, ch. viii.) this assem- 
bly teaches, that, ' although we can do nothing of 
ourselves,, we can yet do^ every thing through Him, 
who strengthens us : so that man has nothing, wherein 
to glory ; nothing, w’herein as in himself, to place his 
ponfidenCe ; but, that all his confidence and glory repose 
in Jesus Clnist, in vrhom we live; in whom we merit; 
and in whom we satisfy ; performing worthy fruits of 
penance,-— fruits, which derive all their efficacy froiu 

' B ^ I 
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Him; by Him, are offered to the Eternal Father, 
and through Him, accepted.” . For these reasons it is, 
that, in all our prayers, we petition ; in all our hopes, 
we trust ; in all our acknowledgments, we return thanks, 
** through Jesus Christ, our Lordy We loudly own, 
that it is in Him and by Him alone, that we are 
pleasing to the Almighty. It is ignorance only, or else 
malevolence, that has presumed to impute any other 
opinion to us. 

In the sacrifice of the mass, — so completely is all 
our hope of salvation centred in our divine redeemer, — 
we, every day address the following prayer to God ; 
Vouchsi^e, O God, to grant to us sinners, thy ser- 
vants, who confide in the multitude of thy mercies, 
some •portion, and fellowship, with thy blessed apos- 
tles and martyrs ; into whose society we intreat thee 
to admit us ; not induced by our merits, but forgiv- 
ing us by thy grace, in the name of Jesus Christ, our 
fjord, — How singular, then, it is, and how great the 
misfortune, that the preiucfices of the protestant against 
bis own parent church should be such, that neither the 
explanation of our faith ; neither the decisions of our 
pouncils ; nor the prayers of our sacrifice, will induce 
him to believe, that we place all our trust in Christ 
Jesus; that from Him alone, we derive life; and to 
Him alone we look pp for eternal happiness. 

So great, in fact, is the confidence, which animates 
those children of God, who walk faithfully in his paths, 
that it produces ** a peace f as tlie a|)ostle expresses it, 

which surpasseth all understanding J* However, 
notwithstanding thal; sucli be its efiect; or although 
this blessed hope be stronger than the promises, and 
the -threateniugs, of the world, — sufficient even, to 
pajni llie uncushiess of the couscienci?, — still, it docs not 
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entire]/ extinguish fear: because, spiie of the assur- 
ance, which we have, that God never abandons us, of 
Himself, wp are, yet, never completely certain, that, 
through our own fault, by the rejection of his inspira- 
tions, we may not unhappily chance to lose him. By 
til is salutary fear, his wi^om is pleased to temper that 
confidence, which his goodness excites in the hearts of 
his children. For, as Bt. Austin observes, “such is 
our weakness in this scene ofdangers and temptations, 
that security, ^—complete sepurity, — would produce in us 
a spirit of pride, and relaxation : whereas, this salutary 
fear,- — which, according to the precept of the apostle, 
mnkes us work out our salvation with tremblingy ^ — 
renders us vigilant ; and with an humble dependence 
attaches us to Him, who, as Bt. Paul says likewise, 
worketh in us, by his grace, both to will and to do, 
his good pleasure. 

Thus, tlierefore, I have explained the most essential 
points in the doctrine of justification- The protestant 
is unreasonable, who refmes to acknowledge, that its 
ojjvious tendency is, to teach the Christian to refer the 
the whole glory of his salvation to God, through the 
mediation and influences of Jesus Christ.^ 

* If the reader will consult the writings of the piodcrn 
divines of the established church, on the subject of good works, he 
will find, that there is Hardly a shade of difference, — often there 
is no difference whatever, — between their doctrine and ours. 
The dissenters frequently notice this ; — reproaching them with 
teaching,— as here they do, — the tenets of popery^ 

I will, hqvvever, at tlie same tiinc^ make this observation, 
that, whilst the members of the establishment defend good 
works, they contradict the eleventh article of their creed ; — just 
as this article itself contradicts the scfiptiire. For while, with ua, 
after St. James, they declare, thjft f‘ a man U not Justified by 
faith ONLY,”— their eleventh article declares positively, A^t 
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If, after all this explanation, the enemies of our re^ 
ligion endeavour to screen themselves, as tliey often do, 
beneath the shelter of some subtilty, — I will, in such 
case, make this observation to them, that it is extremely 
inconsistent in them to invent so many difficulties in 
our regard ; whilst in regard of each other, and in 
particular in regard of the Lutherans, on the subjects of 
grace and predestination, they allow so much latiUide, 
and freedom. Their mutual concessions to one another, 
upon a great variety of contested questions, ought doubt- 
lessly to prompt them to require nothing from the catho- 
lic, beyond what is essential to the fundamentals of 
Christian piety. 

Could the protestant, indeed, be induced to confine 
himself within these boundaries, then would he soon 
be reconciled to catholic doctrines : and he would cease 
to reproach us with the odious imputation of annihila- 
ting the grace of God,, by attributing every thing to our 
own good works. Our doctrine upon this subject consists, 
as I have clearly demonstrated from the council of Trent, 
in the three following propositions, — first, lAat our sifjs 
are pardomid by an act of pure mercy, on account 
of Jesus Christ ; secondly, that we are indebted to 
the operation of a gratuitous liberality for that justice, 
which is in us by the influences of the Holy Ghost ; 
thirdly, that whatsoever good works we do, they are, 
all of them, the effects of grace. 

Hence, it is a fact, that the most enlightened mem- 
bers of the protestant community, unlike the first re- 
formers, no longer now, contest the wisdom of our prin- 
ciples. They even candidly now acknowledge, Ihtit it 
was wrong to break asunder the bands of unity, on ac- 
count of the question of justification. — Now, ‘if Uiis be 
the case; and if this important article, which was once 
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considered the leading motive of the reformation, be, at 
present, no longer, by the wisest, looked upon as capital, 
let me, in this case, just ask the protestant to judge, — 
what he ought, in reason, to think of bis separation from 
the parent-church ? There is little room to doubt, but 
that, if men would lay aside their prejudices, and resign 
the spirit of contestation, peace would, ere long^ be 
the fniit of the fortunate revolution. 

CHAP. IX,— 0/1 Satisfaction, 

Our doctiine respecting the satisfaction, which is due 
to God for sin, is another of those questions, which 
demands a few words of explanation ; in order that no 
doubt may reiu&hi upon it in the minds of our dissenting 
brethren. 

The belief, therefore, — the unanimous belief, — of ca» 
tholics respecting satisfaction is this, — that Jesus Christ, 
at once both God and man, alone, in consequence 
of the infinite dignity of his person, capable of offering 
up to God a sufficient atonement for the sins of his 
guilty creatures. Having, however, done this, — and 
done it even superabundantly,— it was in bis power to 
apply the benefit of suoh expiation, in two diffijroot 
ways : either, in the first place, by an act of entire 
abolition, without the reservation of any punishment 
whatsoever; or else, by the commutation of a greater 
punishment into a lighter ; that is, by the exchange of 
eternal sufferings into temporal ones. The former of the 
two methods is the most complete ; and at the samri 
time, the most conformable to the notions of infinite 
goodness. And for these reasons it is, that God applies 
it in the first instance, in the sacrament of baptii5> 
The latter is that, which, we believe, he makes use of 
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in the forgiveness of those sins, which are eomtnitted 
after baj)tisni ; being ooinpelled, as it were, to this di- 
minution of his tenderness, by the ingratitude of ilioae, 
who have thus abiiscd the first benefits of his mercy. 
They are, consequently, obliged to endure a certain 
processor temporal punishment; although that, whicli 
is eternal, has been kindly remitted to them.* 

It would, how^e\rer, be wrong to infer from these prin- 
ciples, that Christ Jesus has not satisfied completely for 
us. Hehas doneso: and the inference,’ whith the amove 
principles present, is, on the contrary, this,— that, having 
by the infinite price, which he, Las paid fo^ our salvation. 


* Oar first parents ; the Israelites, 1o the desert ; David, 
&c. sinned ; and excited the divine displeasure. They re- 
pented: and God pardoned their sins. Still, heinflicted upoq 
them a heavy weight of temporal chastisementi. SeeCrenesit 
iii. Numbers xiv. 2nd Kings xii. 

Joel ii. 12. Therefwtt now saith the Ijord^ converted to 
mCt v:ith aUyo^r hearUy in fasting, and weepmg^ andmoummg, 
Ezechiel xviii. 30. Be convertedi and do penance for aU 
your transgressions : and your iniquity shall not he your ruin, 
Romans viii. 17. 7^ are heirs indeed of God, and co^heire 

with Christ provided weft{ffer with him, thgt Wf be also 
gloried with him. 

Colossians i. 24* I fill up the things, that are wanting of 
the sifffsHngs of Christ in my flesh. 

As for the opinion of the Fathers,— even the most early 
Fathers, respecting the article of satisfaction, this is too noto- 
rious to require any attestations to point it out. The Centu- 
riators, — the best prot^staut vouchers, ^cause the roost 
learned, — upon this, and similar subjects, allo^, that the 
doctrine of satisfaction was taught, even in the seepnd and 
third centuries., In the third century, they say, when the 
Fathers speak of penance, they speak chiefly of contrition, and 
satisfaction. (Cent. 3.) 

^ The Lord, says St, Cyprian,- — and this was the language 
'of every oiljer Pastor, — the Lord must he appeased by our 
salisf actions. Nostra SATisFACTioVE p^CANpus EfT. (L dc 
Lapsis.) 
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acquired an absolute dominion over us, he, for Uiis reason, 
forgives us, upon such conditions ; under such laws ; and 
with such restrictions, as to his wisdom appear becoming. 

It would even be an act of injustice and ingratitude, 
did we dare to contest with our beneficent Redeemer 
the infinitude of his merits ; under the illusive pretext, 
that, forgiving the sin of Adam, he has not, at the' same 
time, released us likewise from all its consequences ; 
leaving us still subject to death, and to a variety of infir- 
mities, both corporal and spiritual, which that offence 
had called down upon us. Enough it is, that bis good- 
ness has paid, once, that ransom, by which we shall, 
one day, be delivered from all those evils, which distress 
us now. It is ours, to receive with gratitude, and hu- 
mility, every token of his beneficence,*— be they ever 
so small,— ^which his goodness, pleased to bestow; 
considering in these, the steps, by which, in his wisdom, 
he accelerates the work of our reconciliation ; and dis- 
plays by a more striking manifestation, both the tender- 
ness of his mercy ; and the severity of his justice. 

For reasons similar to the preceding, we ought not 
to be astonished if He, W’ho has shewn so much lenity 
in baptism, should also, after the violation of our sacred 
promises, shew himself more rigorous and severe. It 
IS reasonable; and even it is salutary to us, that God, 
whilst he remits both sin, and the temporal punishmerlt, 
which sin had merited, should yet, by way of check, 
to restrain us within the boundaries of duty, demand 
from us some kind of temporal chastisement; lest, 
emancipated too soon from the bands of justice, we 
nourish a presuniptuou* confidence ; and abuse the faci- 
lity of obtaining pardon. 

It is, consequently, in order to fidfil this obligation 
that we are subjected to a certain series of painful 
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duties,— duties, wbicb, also, we are bound to comply 
with, in a spirit of deep humility, and contrition. It 
was tbe necessity of these labours of Satisfaction that 
compelled the church, during the early ages, to im- 
pose upon sinners those heavy mortiiications, which vrm 
call t/ie Canonical fenances^ 

When, therefore, now, the church imposes upon 
tinners any painful and la^rious duties, the act of per- 
forming these, is what we denominate Satisfaction, 
And when, in consequence of the extraordinaiy fervor, 
or piety, of tiie penitent, the church thinks proper to 
mitigate the severity of her discipline, this act of re- 
laxation is the thing, which we term an Indulgence, 

CHAP. X . — On Indulgences, 

On the subject of Indulgences, the only doctrine, 
which the council of Trent proposes to us, as an article 
of faith, is , — that Jesus Christ has imparted to hto 
church the power of granting indulgences'^ and 
that the use of them is henefeial* At the same time, 

• Matthew xviii. 18. Amen^ / toy unto yw, whatsoever 
you ehall bind on earthy shall be bound in heaven ; end whai* 
soever you shall loose on-earth^it shall be loosed also in heaven^ 

. 1 Corinthians v. 3, 4, 5. In this passage, St Paul excom» 
municates the man, who had been guilty of incest. But, in the 
second chapter of his second Epistle, having been now informed 
of the sorrow and repentance of the criminal,— he tells the Co- 
rinthians, that he remits the punishment, which, lately, his wia*» 
dom had deemed so salutary. fVherefose^ he says, / beseech 
you, that you would confirm your charity towards hsm. And to 
whom you have forgiven any thing, I also. For, what I for give 9 
if I have forgiven any thing for your sakes, I have done it in the 
person of Christ, This mitigation by Saint Paul is precisely 
what we mean by an indulgence. 

In like manner, during the early ages of tbe church, It wm 
the frequent praotlee among the bishopt to grant, at the rec^est 
of tfa^ martyrs, a remiisloii, of thr canonical penanoas to iheso 
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the council remarks, that, although the use of them 
ought to he retamed, still it should he retained with 
moderation ; lest, hy any unhecoming facility, the 
force of ecclesiastical discipline should become ener^ 
voted, and related;— on observation, which proves, 
that the mode of dispensing indulgences is a mere 
point of ecclesiastical discipline.^ ' 

individuals, whose repentance was marked by peculiar fervor. 
Tertollian, in the second century ; St Cyprian, in the third i 
and many Fathers, and Councils, in the fourth and fifth ages, 
attest the frequency of this custom : whilst aldo they inform us, 
that, sometimes, without any solicitation from the martyrs, it 
was observed in fkvour of the sick, and the infirm. This relax- 
ation, again, was exactly our indulgence. 

• The catholic is very far from denying, that indulgences have 
been abused. They have been abused, very often ; and very 
grossly ; and we lament the evil more feelingly, than the protes- 
tant derides it. But, after all, where is the great room for 
wmider ? For, what do not men abuse ? They abuse every thing ; 
and frequently, the best things ihe most. There is nothing here, 
thV t is completely screened from the intrusion of the human 
passions. The mischiefs, however, that have resulted from in- 
dulgences, did not arise from the nature itself of the institution, 
but from ^e perversity and wickedness of the individuals, who 
misapplied ; and the ignorance and superstition of the men, who 
misconceived, them. An indulgence is not,-T‘*as the protestant 
imagines, — an encouragement to sin. On the contrary, it im- 
plies, and presupposes, a sincere conversion from sin ; a real 
detestation of vice ; and a fixed determination to avoid it, for the 
time to come. It is not a dispensation from penance ; — it de- 
mands penance. Not an exemption from acts of piety : — it re- 
quirea prayer, 'mortification, humility, &c. In short, just 
like the act of St. Paul to the incestuous Corinthian ; or like that 
of the early pastors in favour of the sick, and tbe peculiarly 
penitent, an indulgente is simply a remission, or mitigation, 
of those temporal punishments, which the sinner still owes to 
the eternal justice, even after the forgiveness of the guilt of his 
offences. 
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CHAP. XL— 0/1 Purgatory. 

When the faithful depart out of this world, in a 
state of grace and charity ; but yet, without having un- 
dergone those punishments, which, as a debt, were dun 
to the severity of the divine justice, — in such case, it is 
their fate, we believe, to endure them in the life to 
come.* It is hence, that, at every period pf Christian 



• 2 Machabees xii. 43, 44, 45, 46. Judas, the vaHcmi 
eommandeTf having made a gathering, he sentjwelve thousana 
drachmas of sUva' to Jerus&km, for sactifice to be offered fas 
the sins of the dead; thinking well and religiously, concerning 
the resurrection. For, if he had not hoped, that they, that were 
slain, should rise again, it would have seemed superjluasis and 
vain to pray /or the dead. And because he considered, that 
they^ who had fallen aeleepwith godliness, had great grace Iflid 
up /or them. It is, therefore, a wholesome, and holy, thought 
to pray far the dead, that they may be loosed from their sins. 

1 Corinthians iii. 15. If any man*s work bum, heshall strf- 
fer loss : but he himself shaU be saved, yet so as by fire, 

1 Peter iii. 19, 20. He went also, and preached, to those 
spirits, that were in prison; which had been sometime incre- 
dulous. 

Matthew xii. 36. 7 say unto you, that every idle word, that 

men shall speak, he shall render' an account thereof at the ' day 
of judgment. 

1 need not, here, cite any passages from the holy Fathers ; 
because, upon this article, their agieement with our belief h 
acknowledged by themostlearuedandeDlighteued protestants. 

Let not, for example, says Dr. Forbes, let not the ancient 
practice of praying, and making oblations, for the dead, re- 
ceived throughout the urnversal church of Christ, almost from 
the very time of the apostles, be any more rejected by protestants^ 
fu unlawful, or vain. Let them reverence the judgment of tht 
primitive church ; and admit a practice strmgthetied by tht 
uninterrupted profession of so many ages.- (Discourse on 
Purgatory.) , 

Nay, saj^s Dr. Taylor, we find by the history of the 3fa- 
chabees, t/^e Jews did pray, and make offerings, for the dead 
.... This practice was at^st^ and universal ; it being plain vs 
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tomed to offer up prayers, and alms, and sacrifiees, /or 
the faitlifuh who had died in the peace and commimion 
of the church ; — convinced, that these acts orpiely were 
beneficial to their salvation. This is alT, that the coun- 
cil of Trent proposes to our belief, respecting the souls, 
that are detmned in purgatory. It decides nothing, 
concerning the nature of their punishments. Upon 
this, and such like questions, the holy Council pre- 
•SCribes the moist prudent reserve, and circumspection; 
Condemning those, who pretend to speculate on so awful, 
and obscure, a subject. 

-CHAP, XIL — Reflections, upon the preceding 
Chapters. 

1^" the preceding chapter^, I have briefly explained, 
what the nature of our doctrine is, respecting those 
satisfactions y which the protestant rejects; or im- 
peaches in us, as criminal. If, after such explanation, 
it be still contended, that wc do an injury to the merits 
of Christ, — r must, in this case, remark, that the man, 
who makes this objection, must, surely, have forgotten, 
that our belief is, as I stated it,— that this benevolent 
Redeemer has paid the entire price of our j-ansom ; that 
to this price, since it is infinite, there is nothing wanting ; 
and that as for Ihe punishments, which I have been 

TertulUany Cypriany and others. (Liberty of prophesying) — 
Hence we find, that some of the most distinguished members: 
of the establishment, — Sheldon, Blandford, Barrow, Thorn- 
dyke, &c. — were wont, like the catholic, to pray for the dead. 
Indeedy say the Encyclopedists, ihe beUef m py^t'gatory is now y 
~^hy bne of those strange revolutions to which the human mind 
is subject — becoming, the genial belief of protptants, 
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speaking* of, the reservation of tLese does not proceed 
fr 9 m any deficiency in the’ atonement, but fronts a* cor-^ 
tain regulation of things, which the divine wiid'om^. has 
established^ in order to restrain mailkiild from sin by 
the checks of fear ; or by the hifluences df salutary 
discipline.’* ' 

Or, if we tie, still reproached With the iinpute’tidh of 
believing, tliat we can, of ourselves, make satisfaction 
for a certain portion of the punishment^ Wlrkdi is’due 
for our offences, we c^ with confideiice, to such accii- 
.sation reply, — thet, even by the bvrdence of the few* 
maxims, which I have just established, it is groundless,, 
and unjust. Those maxims do, certainly, very plainly 
attest, that we consider the work of our salvation, a» 
the pure effect of the divine gr^e ^nd mercy ; that 
whatsoever we do by the gitice of God is not lessjGod's, 
than what Himself does by his awn absolute will ; in 
short, that every thing, which we give to God, belongs 
erjually to God, as does that, which his own goodness 
bestows upon us. And, to these principles of our faith, 
let me add this one further observation, — that what, in 
imitation of the whole primitive church, we now call 
•‘satisfaction,** is, after all, nothing more or less than 
the mere application of the infinite satisfaction of our 
Redeemer, Jesus Christ. 

In like manner, the same consideration precisely 
ought to satisfy, or at least, silence, those, who affect 
to be scandalised at us, when we say, that “ God so 
loves 1^ 9 virtue of fraternal charity, and the couHim- 
nion of the saints, as to receive frequently, with plea- 
sure, the satisfactions, which we offer to him in behalf 
of one another.’* It would indeed seem, that the pro- 
testant does not properly conceive, either how all, tliat 
we are, » God’s j nor how all the benefits, which His 
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fMOrcy coofe» upon those, who are the nlembers of 
Jesus Clmst, ought easentially to be referred, as so 
many tributes, to His greatness. But surely, those 
men who have read, and reflected, that God himself 
inspires his servants with the desire to punish d}eni< 
selves by fasting; and piou^ to weep in sackcloth aiut 
ashes, not for their own ofronces merely, but for the 
ains likewise of the public, — surely, the men, win* 
have considered this, will not be astonished, if also we 
assert, that, moved by the love of gratilying lijs favourite 
■ creatures. He is pleased moreover to accept, in his 
mercy, the sacrifice of their voluntary mortifications ; 
in extenuation of Chose chastisements, which, in bis^ 
Justice, he had prepared to inflict upem the guUty. It 
is thus, Uiat, satisfied with the former, he is induced 
to relent towards the latter, — honouring, in this com- . 
munion of his members, and in this holy society of his 
mystic body, bis own divine Son, our Redeemer, 
Jesus Christ 

CHAP, XIII * — On thi Sacrameais. 

The plan of my instruction, as well as the order of 
our doctrine, require, that I ^lould now sky something 
concerning the holy sacraments,^ — those irnportant me- 
diums, by which the merits of (’hristare applied to the 
souls of Christians, ^ince, however, die disputes, which 
the protestants have excited upon these objects, are, — 
with the exception of what relates to die eucliarist, — 
less Violent tnan those, which ilioy Have created upon 
several other questions, I shall, for tliis reason, confine 
my explanation to a rapid elucidation of the principal 
'ubjectious, which they ha've inado to the other sacra^ 
c3 
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ments, — tescrviijg to tbe end of my work, as its most 
kite resting part, wliat relates to the holy eiicbarist. 

lljo sacraments then, of the chtistian covenant are 
not only sacred signs, representative of grace ; not only 
seals, which ensure andconfinn grace to us, — they are, 
jnoroover, the instruments of the Holy Ghost, which 
apply it to tlie souls of men ; and which even, by the 
emcacy of the words, and the virtw© of tbe action, 
which are then made use of, do actually, — provided 
vve be properly disposed, — confer the divine gift upon us, 

When God attaches so signal a benefit to the appli- 
cation of external signs, — objects, which, of their own 
nature, bear no proportion to so wonderful an eflfect,— 
his wisdom, in such case, takes care to shew us, that, 
besides whatever we can do in ourselves by the goodness 
of our own dispositions, there must still necessarily in- 
tervene, for the effect of our sanctification, a special 
oj)eration of tbe Holy Ghost; and a particular a]>pli- 
cation likewise of the merits of Jesus Christ, — a blessing 
this, wdiich the sacraments are designed to p6int out to 
us. It is, indeed, impossible to reject these principles^ 
without injuring, at the same time, tlie merits of Jesus 
Christ; and without depreciating the work, which' the 
divine greatness has created for- the purpose of oi|r 
regeneration. 

W e admit seven signs, or ceremonies, instituted by 
Jesus Christ, as the ordinary mediums of our sanctifi- 
cation ; and as the principles of the perfection “of the 
new man.”* The divine establishment of these objects 
is manifest in the holy scriptures, either from the express 

* The belief of seven sacraments, «ays Calvin, has always 
teen common amongst men ; tmd so much mainfamed in 
sf tmous,. and controver sies, that their antiguity is rooted jin 
the hearts of alii and is sHUfijeed tleeno* (lust.; ' 
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vbrd of Jesus Christ, who instituted them f ot else, 
from the efiTusion of those graces, which, according to 
the same sacred volume, are appended to them ; and 
which point out necessarily me order of the divine 
economy. 

CHAP. XIV.— On Baptism. 

Not only are infants incapable of supplying for the 
want of baptism by acta of faith, hope, and charity, — 
they are unable to do this, even by the desire of the 
salutary institution. Hence, it is our belief, that, if 
they do not receive it in reality, they do not, of course, 
participate in the beneht of our redemption ; and that, 
dying in Adam, they enjoy no inheritance in Jesua 
Christ.* 

It may be proper, to remark likewise in this place, 
that, in relation to the absolute necessity of infant bap* 
tkm, not the Lutherans alone, but the cliicf part of the 
protestant community, profess the same doctrine, as docs 
the catholic : and are even just like the catholic, aston- 
ished, that any one should have presumed to deny the 
important truth, — a truth, so deeply engraved upon the 
public mind, that, before Calvin, not a single individual 

* Matthew xxviii. 19. Go ye, therefore, and teach allna- 
Hons ; baptising them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 

John iii. 5. Except a man he horn again of water, and the 
Holy Ghost, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God, 

Acts ii. 38, 39. Be baptised every one of you, ^f or, the 
promise is unto you ; and to your children, 

Thirty-jttine Articles. Artie, ix. Ordinal sin,, , ,.in every 
persoTi born in this wos ld, deserveth God's wrath, and damna- 
tion, On .this account, the twenty-seventh article ordains, 
that the baptism of children be retained in the church, as most 
agreeable with the institution of Vktist. 
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jbad jever had the boldness to call in qaestlbn its reality. 

It is, therefore, an afflicting circumstance, to observe, 
that, notwithstanding the ceitainty, and the admission 
likemise, of this truth, there are multitudes of protest- 
ants, who, — if the opportunity be not convenient,— r 
sufTei; their infants, just like the children of infidels, to 
(die unbaptised ; . without having ii^aprinted upon them 
any mark of Christianity ; or without baying imparted 
them one of the benefits of their redemption. 

PHAP. xy. — Conjimation^ 

ThS imposition of hands, as it is related to bave 
been practised by the apostles, in order to stren^hen 
the faithful against the rigors of persecution, is another 
institution, which we revere as p Christian sacrament.^ 
We do this, because its principal effect is to introduce 
the Holy Ghost into the soul ; and to create in the heart 
jan effusion of bis gifts and graces, l^je pretext for reject? 
ing this sacred action, because the Holy Spirit does not 
now visibly descend upon us, unreasonable, and ground- 
less. Hence, have all Christian churches, since the time 
of the apostles, refigiously retained, and practised it ;t— 

* Acts viii. 14, 15, 16, \7, when the ajpoHles^ iheU 

were in Jerusalem, hgj'^heard, that ^amaria had receive^ the 
fuord of God, they sent to them Peter and John : who, wheft 
they were come, frayed for them, that they might receive tha 
fioly Ghost. For, he was not, as yet, come upon any of thmi; 
hut they were only baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
^'hen they laid their hands upon them ; and they received (he 
Holy Ghost, 

Acts xix. 5, 6. Having heard these things, they were 
baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul had 
imposed his hands on them, the Holy Ghost came upon them, 

t Confirmation ought to be administered by Bishops, Us 

institution being apostolical; and consonant to the an.ci&n,( 
practice of the church. (ProtesiantSynodof Lpndou. tanou 60 .) 
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malJnguse, in itx adminigtration^ by way of axpfBtting 
its virtues, — ^of chrism :* — for, chrism is an emblem oi 
tiie iiiterior unction of the Holy Ghost. 

CHAP. XVL — O/t Penance^ and Sacramental 
Confession, 

It is an article of our belief, that it has pleased the 
wisdom of our Redeenaer, that those, who, by bap- 
tism, have subjected themselves to the authority of the 
church, ^ut, who, since the beneiit of this sacrament, 
have violated llie laws of the gospel, shall be amenable 
to the penance ; wherein, exercising a jx)wer 

tlivinelv entrusted to her, she, either remits, or retains, 
the guilt of our 6f&nces.t 

* Ji was the eitstom, say the Centuriators, to impose hands 
%pon those ^ who were baptised ; and to imprint upon their fore* 
heads t with cht'ism, the sign of the cross, (Cent. 7.) 

It is necessary y Saint Cyprian says, that hey who has been 
baptised y should bey tnoreovet', anointed { in order that having 
received the chrismy that is, the unction, he may be anointed 
in God; and possess the grace of Christ, (Ep. L. xx.) 

f:hrum, adds the learned Cecturer, Dr. Hey, was enjoined 
hy the Couniit of. Laodicea, in the year ^^7, (Voh iv. p. 286.) 

f Matthew xvi. 19. And 1 will give to thee the heys of the 
"kingdom of heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt bind upon 
earth, shcdl be bound also in heaven ; and whatsoever thou 
shalt loose upon earth, it shall be loosed also m heaven, 

Matthew xviii. 18. Amen, J say to you: whatsoever you 
shall bind upon earth, shall be bound also in heaven; .and 
whatsoever you shqU loose upon earth, shall be loosed also in 
heaven, 

«1ohn XX. 21, 22, 23. As the Father hath sent me, J also 
send you. And when he had said this, he breathed on them ; 
and he said to them : Receive ye the Holy Ghost ; whose sins 
you shall f os' give, they are forgiven them; asid whose sint you 
uhetU retain, they are retained, 
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So genial are ilie terms of the comnnimsfoo/wliiclf 
Christ Jesu^ ha^ given to the ministers of the church to 
absolve the penitent from their ininfiitios, that it would 
be rashi^s to pretend to confine 'it solely to public sin- 
ners. And since, ojXtho occasions when; they prpnounco 
ahsolttlibn ill ffis narne, they merely observe the pre- 
cise terms of this said commission,— the consequence- 
is, that the judgment, which they then pass, is consi- 
dered as being passed by Jesus Clirist himself, in whose 
loom tliey are established judges. It is this invisible 
Pontiff^ who interiorly absolves the pcnitenl, whilst the 
priest exercises the external ministry. t 

The sacrament of penance, if not a«5 

the protestants usnally administer it, by general de^ 
claration of pardon, but, after a particidar invostigatioii* 
and confession ; and by a real absdbtion in the name 

Ti)' the largest portion of the protestant coniiminity,— the 
Lutherans, — the sense of the above texts has appeared so in»' 
nifest, that, with us, they rank Penance among the number 
of their sacraments. As /«• Absolution^ says hfelanethon.,. 
ihere is na doubt about it, Kory it is evident y that tee retain 
ii m our churches; and approve y and defendy it, fActsoC 
Ratisbou. Art. xi.)* See also the Augsburg €;onfession. 

In this country, aHhough the Etablishmeot do not name 
Fenence one of its sacraments, yet, by an inconsistency, 
which BO wisdom can explain, it acknowledges in its clergy 
the same power of absolving sinners, which we do; and a 
power, which must be exercised precisely in the same man- 
ner, as it is done in the catholic church,— with the same pro- 
cess of Confession; and the same form of pardon, v See, in 
the Common Prayer Book, the Rubric for the visitation of 
the Sick ; and the Exhortation before Commuliion. 

The Centuriators acknowledge the antiquity of the belief 
in Penance ; as well as the early practice of confession. 
“ Prh'ate confessiony* they own, ** was practvxdy in the time 
of Saint Cyp^n,'* (Cent. .3.) Hencc^^b need not cite here 
any testimonies from the Fathers.. 
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and riutbority of Jesus Christ, — theaacrament of pa- 
nance, if adinmistered thus. Is a powerful barrier 
against the licentiousness of the passions ; a fruitful 
principle of enlightened counsel ; and, utider the uneasi- 
ness, which sin 'creates, tiie most pleasing source of 
conlidehce and consolation.* All this is so certainlj 
tile fact, that 1 wonder much, that our protestani bre- 
thren do not seriously regret the loss of such advantages ; 
and even that they am not ashamed of a reformation, 
which has annihilated to them one of the most salutaiy, 
and sanctifying, pmctices of Christian piety.f 


CHAP. XVII.— Uu/rewe Unction. 

Tbe Holy Ghost, according to the testimony of 
Saint James, has attached to extreme unction tbe ex- 
press assurance, that it shall both remit the sins, and 
alleviate the sufferings, of the sick individual, whare- 
ceives it worthily. $ The^ holy ceremony, therefore, 

^ Private eimfesHm^ fsyt Luther, pleaeeemewonderfmU}/. 
Jt is rueful i yes i it is even' necessary . I r^mce^ tkaiitis 
pr<tctised m the church ef Christ. For^ it is the only remedy 
far an afflicted conscience. (De Captive Bab.)* 

f It is, indeed, triie, that multitudes of prolestauts have 
lamented tbeaboiition of coufessioa \ attribuiiag to this, the 
dreadful inuudaiion of vice, wbicb burst upon society, at tbe 
era of tbe reformalioii. Tber ewere even some proiestaut cities, 
rliat solemnly solicited the re-establisbmeut of tbe boly institu- 
tion. Tbe appeal from Strasburg, In particular, it curious. 

X Saint James v. 14, 15. Js any man sick among you f Lei 
. him bring in the prieri* of the church ; and let them pray over 
him. dnmiiting with nil in the name of the Lord: akd the 
prayer of faith shall save the sick man; and the Lord shall raise 
him up and. if he be in sins, they shall be forgiven him, 

si. 12, 13. And going J^aih, they preached^ that meA 
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wants not)iipg to ren4(^r it a reai^ and perfect, sacrat 
ment. It is true, indeed, as tbp council of Trent 
remarks, that the penitent, who xe(x\yes the holy 
unction, ^ benefited ip the soul more efii^tpally, than 
he is relieved in the body. The reason is, — because 
spiritual advances are the chief objects of the pf 
grace; and those, which, if we be’ properly disposed, 
yve ought always most confidently to look for in this 
salutary institution. Ip fegemi to tlie relief, which, 
frequently, it ^ords to our corporal maladies, — this it 
'ebnfe^, merely in the view to pur eternal welfare; 
according to the hidden deigns of God*s providence; and 
to tbpse different 4egree8 of &iih, and prepai^tion, which 
^spire and apimate the foithful, who receive it. 

shmtU do pefttmee* And coit mti devils ; and anoint* 
ed with oil that wein siek^ and heated them. 

f Acknowledge, ^ys Calvip, ikai £!otremit- Unction was use^ 
Uf the disciples Christ, as d sacrament : for, ! am not of the 
opinion of those, who imagine, that it was a corpora^ remedg* 
^Commept. in Ep. Jac.) 

Extreme-Unction regained, for some tiipe, in this nation^ 
by the established chiirch. And might we not, says tlie Lee? 
turer, Dr. Hey, adopt some ' oeremamy ip th^ visitafion of the 
sick, analogous to mentioned hy Saint Jaspes f For my own 
part, he continues, I know not whether such alteration would 
net seem to me an improvement, (Vol. iv.) 

To Luther there seemed to be no other means of getting ri^ 
pf Extreme-Unction ; ppr any pther apology for denying it to be 

saciament, except that of rejecting, at once, the Epistle of 
Saint James. Acc^ingly (what did not the boloness of Luther 
dare ?) be did so. He rejected pic Epistle, — calling it, an 
e^tle qf straw,** His profiineness was, no doubt, exceedingly 
criminal. But, after all, I think his consistency was greater^ 
than is that of thoQC men, who retaining the Epistle, s^ reiepf 

|he sacramenVt ‘ ^ 
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CHAP. XVIIL-^Q« Matrimony. 

Whoeveb reflects upon lli^ circumstances, that 
Cliiist Jesus has imparted a new form to Matrimony, 
reducing this holy union to the society of two individu- 
als, immutably, and inseparably,* linked together; and 
that this indissoluble union is, moreover, the emblem ^ 
of his own eternal union with his church, f — whoever 
reflects upon these circumstances, will, without any 
difficulty, comprehend, that the marriage of the faith- 
ful is sanctioned by the Holy Ghost ; and accompanied 
by the gift of gr^c. He will Oven praise the divipe 
goodness, which,. 'in Uiis manner, has been pleased to 
consecrate, and sanctify, the principle, of our nativity. 

CHAP. XIX. — On Holy Order. 

Since the imposition of hands, as it is received by 
the ministers of sacred things, is accompanied by the 
virtue of the Holy Ghost; and by tlie infusion of a 

• Matthew xix, 5. For this reami^ shall a man leave father' 
anti mother^ and slmll cleave to his wife ; and they two shall be 
one fiesh. - 

Matthewicix. 6. TVhat^ therefore^ Godhath joined together^ 
let no man put asunder, 

t Ephesians v, 31, 32. For this eause^ shall a mpn leave his 
father and his mother ; and shall stick to his wfe : mid they 
shall be two in one flesh. This is a great ' sacrament : but I 
speaks in Christy and the church. 

The. protestan|; acts of Ratiabon, drawn dp principally by Me- 
lancthon ; and generally approved of by the reformed chui^es, 
say : Moreover^, the sacrament of Matrimony belongs only to 
Christians, It is a holy and constant union, of one single tpuh . 
with one single womauy ermfirmed by the blessing and consecra- 
Hen of Jesus Christ, (Art xvi. De Sacram. Matriin.) 

Matrimony y says Luther, is called a sacramenU because it ts 
the type of a very nobUy and very holy thing. Hencey he adds 
the married ought to considery and respect the dignity of this 
sacrament, (De Matrimonio.) 
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powerful grace, — it Ought, lieuce, to be r^nkel araong4 
the number of the Christian sacranjents.* I'iiis is so 
manifestly consistent, that pot ev^n do the protestanU 
neglect the consecrationf of their own ministers. What 
they do, is merely to exclude order from the dxiss of 
those sacraments, ** which are common Co all the faitli- 
fixV (Conf. Art. 35.) 

• 1 Timothy iv. 14. For frhich muse, I admonish Viee,thot 
thou stir up the grace of Ood, which is in thee, ty the i upustum 
of my hanfU. 

Acts vi. 6. These they set before the apostles, and they,^ 
praying, imposed hands upon thetn, 

Acte xiii. 3. They, f tutting, and praying, and imposing their 
hands upon them, sent them away, r 

t The acts of Ratisbon, again, — which, I just remarked, the 
Protestants in general have approved. — say, in relation to or- 
der ’.—There is this distinction between tJie sacraments conferred 
in the church by the public ministry / and which, by this divine 
function, confer grace upon the faithful, that some ^ ttiCfn, smek 
as baptisik, order, the eueimrist, and absoiutiony — uithout which, 
the church does not subsist, — are more august, and important, 
iJatn the others ; which, iJiough very useful, Utid neCcssOty, when 
administered and received religiously, are not, yet, so neeesssrrp 
as are the former. (Art. xi. 6e Sacram. Ordinin.) 

/ Itme no objection, says Calvin, that men receive the impnei^ 
tion of hands, as a sacrament. It is a ceremony, taken in the 
Jirst instance, from the sa’iptures. K either is it, as JSaint Pmd 
says, vain or superfluous but a faithful sigm of spirUsud 
grace, (Inst. L. i. Cap. xix.) 

In this country, order is every where, by the members o# flje 
established church, considered a divine institution ; a principle 
of ^racc; and an essential qualitication for the perforinaucje of 
spiritual functions It is, says Archbishop Wake, a divine instil 
'i.'ition ; and we do not at all doubt, but the grace of Hod aceouv- 
panics this mdiiiance, (Principlc^i) Why, therefore, with rim 
whole of eWiitiau antiquity, not oam it, at once, a sacrament ? 
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CHAP. XX . — Chi thereat presence of the Ihny aiid 
Blood of Jems CkrisU ia the Hol^ EucharUt, 

I AM now €01116 to the hniK)rtant article of the E«- 
cbarist, — a subject, upon which jt will be necessary ibr 
lue to explain oirr doctrine, soinew’hat more at lenj»;tli ; 
although, still, 1 shall not exceed those limits, to which 
kt is my plan to confine my present instructions. 

The real presence, then, of the body and blood of 
cmr Ix>rd in this holy mystery, is established, very so- 
lidly, and veiy satisfactorily, by tlic words themselves, 
eunployod in its institution , — this js jviy mody.* These 

• Matthew xxvi* 26, 27, 28. Jnd white they wei'e at sapper, 
Jesus took bread ; and blessed ; and brake f and gave it to his 
disciples; and said : Take ye; and eat; this is my body. — 
^nd taking the chalice, he gave thanks ; and gave it to them, 
saying : Drink ye all of this : for Tills is my BiiOon in thj» 
New Testament, whibh shau. be suei# foa many, for the 

HCMiSSION OF SINS. * 

Mark xiv. 22, 23, 24i j^nd tvhibst they were eating, Jesus 
took bread ; and, blessing, bi ake ; and gave it ko them ; and said : 
•^Take ye ; this Is my body. — Aint having taken the chalice s 
giving thanks, he gave it to them ; and they all drank of it. And 
he said to them : this is my blood or New Testa me.vi;, 

WHICH SHALL BE SHED FOR MANY, 

Luke xxii. 19, 20. Attddaking bretfd, he goes thanks; and 
brake, and gave it to them, saying : this is my body, which is 
given for you. Do this far a commemot'ation of me. — Jn like 
manner, the chalice also, after he had sapped, saying: This is 
the chalice of the ^ew Tes^iumt, iti %uy blood, ivhich shall be 
shed for you. 

1 Corinthians, xi. 23, 25, 26. For, I have received of 

the Ijord that, which also 1 delivered to you ; that the Lord 
Jesus, the same night, in which he was betrayed, took bread, ■' 
and giving thanks, brake it ; and said : Take ye, and eat : 7 H is 
IS MY body, which shall be delivered for you. Do this for 
a cmnmemoralioH of me , — In like manner, abf,o theshaUcc, after 
he had supped, saying : This chalice is the Aew Tesfanient in 
my blood. This do as often at you shall drink U,for a com- 
supmaraliono/mj. 
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wdrds wt interpret literally. Neither ought we to be 
any more questioned^ why we attaeh ourHelves to their 
natural, and obvious, signihcatlon, than the traveller 

I should Tmys wistted^ Luther lays, to havo denied ike real 
/n^esencs of Christ in the Euchaiistt in order to incommode the 
papists; tut, so clear, and so strong, are the words of the 
sciipture, which establish it, that, spite of my inclination, 
and although I strained every nerve to do so, — yet, never could 
I persuade myself to adopt the IfSld expedient » ( Ep. Car. Amic.) 

Instead of prc^ucing the testimonies of tbe fathers, respect* 
ing this article of our belief, 1 will cite, — the attestation is 
particularly striking, — the acknowledgment of the chief re- 
former, upon the subject. Among the fathers, be says, there 
is NOT ONE, who entertained a doubt, concerning the pre- 
sence of Christ Jesus in the holy Eucharist, (Defens. Verb# 
CcensB.) He calls the contrary opinion, ** blasphemy ; o» 
impeachment of the veracity of the Holy Ghost ; an act of 
ireoihery against Cktist; and a seduction of ihe faithful, 
(Ibid.) 

In this country, the belief in the real presence was once: 
and that too, for a very considerable space of time,— during 
the reigns of Elieabetb and James, and the two Charleses,— 
the prevailing opinion of the established church. fFe helievc, 
says Bishop Andrews to Bellarmio, areal presence, as much 
xts you do. The difference, adds Bishop Montague, betwixt 
m, and the popish writers, is only about the manner of Christas 
presence in the blessed Eucharist, (Appeal,} In short, citing 
the general belief of the establishment, in his time, Arch- 
bishop Laud says : As for the church of England, nothing is 
moic plain, than that she believes, and teaches, the true and 
rial presence of Christ in the Sacrament, (Conf. with Fisber.) 

The above sentiments are, certainly, but simply consonant 
both to the language of the public catechism, and to the ex- 
pressions ot the prayers of the Common Prayer Book. In the 
former, to the question, — IV hat is the inward part, or thing 
signided ?** — the answer is,— The Body and Blood of Christ, 
r^hich are verily, and indeed taken, and recen^ed, by the 
faithful, in the Izard's Supper, In the latter, among other 
similar expressions, it is said: Grant us, therefore, so to 

^AT TUE ri.E8H of thy dear Son, Jesus Christ, and so Tp 
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s}H)uId be asked, ¥i?hy he keeps the high road, it is 
theirs, who have recourse 4o a figurative sense and 
who take bye- ways, to account lor the motives, and 
peculiarity, of their conduct. For our parts, we see 
nothing in the words, wliich our Redeemer employed 
in t})6 institution of the mystery, seems to require 
a figurative interpretatiop^ We, therefore, cpnsider 
this a sufficient motive for deciding in favour of tbeh: 
plain, and proper, signffica^n. But, we are eveii the 
more forcibly inclined to this, wlien we cpfhe to 
consider in this diyine mystciy the design, and intention, 
of its sacred Author. These are circumstances, too, 
which 1 shall epdeavour to explain, as briefly as I 
csth ; and by the li^t qf those principles likewise, which 
not the protestant hloiself will, 1 cpnceke, undertake 
to call in question. 

DRINK HIS BLoop, that OUT tmful |Nay ^ fnadt cUaUt 

by his Body f 7'he Body of our JLcra Je^ Christ preservf 

thy body and soul, ‘The Blgod of our Loi‘d Jesu^ yrtf- 

serve thy body and soul, Sfc,** Can any form of words express 
a Real Presence more clearly, or more accurately, than th^e 
do ? in fact^ they were ipteuded'tp express it : fbr, it is the 
genuine belief of toe established church . 

But, what is now the belief of the established church, re- 
specting this article of the Eucharist ? God Icnows. for 
neither, 1 am sure, can my ingenuity ; nor, 1 suspect, any 
possible ingenuity, Und it out. );}utbing can be more ob- 
scure, nor more preposterous, than tbe writings of some of its 
clergy, upon this important question. Tbey,*.-maDyof them, 
make that a pitiful riddle, which the divine wisdom has piadq 
so plain. However, 1 believe this tolerably correct,— -tba^ 
the much larger share of tbe established clergy,— differiDg 
entirely fropi their earlier predecessors, (tfie notions of errof 
are always changing,) — are npw,upon this article, completely 
Calvinistip; considering the Roly Eucharist, as little more 
than an empty figure. Thus, 'lays t)r. Marsh, •* On many 
points 1 (Cm a Calvinist, J am ft Ctilvini^ fn the doftrine of 
thM Bufkmst*\ ’ 
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t therefore remark^ in the fu^ place, that these wordi 
of Christ, TaA :0 and eat ; thie is my body, iohick is 
^iven for yoUf-*-esiMish the Certainty of this truth,-* 
that, in the same xnanner precisely as the ancient Jews 
were wont to unite theraselfes in spirit to the immola- 
tion d* the victim, which was offered for them; aod 
moreover, as a mark, that they had shared in its obla- 
tion, partook also of its flesh, -*-just so, Christ Jesus, 
being Himself our victim, has ordained, thht, in the 
Eucharist, the ehristian, too, shall eat efi^tually of 
the flesh of the holy sacrifice ; in order that the actual 
communication of the adorable aliment may be to us a 
perpetual memoriai, that it was for our sakes, that He 
took flesh ; and for our salvation, that He w^as pfeased 
to immolate it. 

In the next place^ 1 observe, that God had forbidden 
the Jews (Lev. vi. 30,) to eat the flesh of victim, 
•which had been offered up for sin. He did this, by 
W'ay of instructing them, that the real expiation of sia 
was not to be effected, either under the. law ; of by the 
blood of animals. And the people, by this pit>hibitioD, 
lived under a kind of interdict : since thus, they could 
not actually participate in tlie remission of the guilt of 
sin. For a reason, therefore, precisely opposite to the 
above, it was proper, if not necessary, that the body 
of Jesus Christ, tl^ true victim ofifered up for sin, should 
)b6 really eaten by the faithful; in order, by such 
rnanducation, to shew tbem> that, under the new law, 
^e remission of sin was accomplished effectually. 

God. had likewise ordained, (Lev. xvii. 10.) that 
the Jewish people should not eat blood. The motive, 
at least qne of the m9tive9, of this prohibition was, — 
that ii is the Hood, that maketh an atonement for the 
soul, (v. IL) But, puf Redeemer, on the contraiy, 
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comn(iand!i us to drink .Ills blood : because Ais bload^ 
was shed for the t^missipn of sins, (Matt. xxvi. 28. 

Thus,,, therefore, the manducation of the Besh and 
blood of the Son pf God is, in fact, just equally real 
M the hply table, as grace; aS; the expiation of in^uity, 
and^tbe participation in the.saQnijce of our redemption^ 
are, under the new covenant, actual, and effective. 

At the ' same time^ since it was the design of om? be- 
nevolent Redeemer to exercise the faith of bis followers 
by this jmystery:; |and to prevent, likewise, any repug- 
nance, that migiit arise from eating his Hesb, and drin- 
king his hlopd under their natural appearances, — it, for, 
these r^ons, became his wisdom to present the sacred 
aliments to us, concealed under some kind of vpil. If, 
however, he were prompted by these motives, to oblige 
us to eat the flesh of our Christian victim, in a manner, 
which the divine wisdom did not prescribe to the Jewish 
people, — -still, he ought not upon this account, to deprive 
us of any share, either of its reality, or of its substance. 

It was therefore, in order to ful& the ancient figures 
and by way of putting as in actual possession of the 
victim, which was offered up for sin, that Jesus Christ 
was, in his mercy, pleased to bestow his true body and 
blood upon us^ This is even so incontestible, that the 
proteetants themselves are desirous, that, upon this point 
at least, we should be a^red^; their sentiments are pre- 
cisely the same with ours. They, hence, are , for ever 
telling us, that they do not, by any means,' 4eny,^ 
either the real presence, or the rea) pafticipatioh, of 
the body and blood of Jesus in tbe lEacharist.— how- 
ever, this IS a subj^eqt, whcKl prppo^ to disciiss, heire- 
after: when,, haying explamed pur ovvn dpetrine, J 
will also lay open theirs. . Mean while, I coifclude, — 
that, if j^e simplicity of the deelpratiop of our Saviour 
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be sneliiis to compel tbem to own, that il was really 
the design of this beneficent Beinjj to give ns his true 
flesh, when he said, TAis is my Body^—\^ this be 
the case, (and they own this) then ought they not to 
wonder, if, withholden by such (Evidence/ cannot 
bring our reason to condci^fe; that his words should be 
interpreted figuratively. 

In fact, if the Son of God were so carefol, — as he 
was, — to explain to his apostles, whale^^er ho had taught 
them under the forms of parables and flguros, ’ Ss' it not 
manifest, that, — since to the foregoirig words he affixed 
no explanation whatsoever, — therefore, it was his inten- 
tion, that mankind should understand them in their 'plain, 
and obvious, import ? It is trite, the protestant pretends, 
that the thing explains itself : because it is notorious, 
tliey say, that, what Christ thus presents, appears only 
to be bread and wine. Preposterous, and feeble, rea- 
soning ! For, is not He, who speaks, possessed of a 
degree of authority, which is more thin paramount to 
that of the senses ? and superior even to all the powers 
of nature ? There is not any greater difficulty for the 
Son of God to give his Body to us in the Euchiu-ist, by 
simply saying, This is my B6dy, than there was to 
cure the sick woman, by saying to her, Woman, thou 
art loosed from thy malady : (Luke xiii. 12:)— than 
there was to preserve the life df the ydung man, by say- 
ing to his father, Ttiy ^qn is livihg : (John iv. 50.) — 
than there was, in short, in remitting the sins of the 
paralytic, by dierely ' telling him ; 7%^ sins are for* 

* (Matt, i’x. ^.^ j * . , 

Without, therefore, Aerpiexihg ou^elves about the 
means, by wbicli . thd oiVihe power, of Jes(us executes, 
what ho aniiounce.^,^ — what we do, is tlhis, respectfully 
16 attach ourselves to his words. That Being, who does 
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whatsoever he pleases , — hy his word also performs, 
whatsoever he speaks. More easy it is for the Son of 
God to bend tlie laws of nature to obey his word, than 
it is for us to reconcile our reason to those singular in- 
terpretations, which infringe, by their violence, all the 
established rules of language. 

By the established rules of language/ we are in- 
structed, that the sign, which reprci*ents any objedt na- 
turally, receives, not unfrequently, the appellation of 
such object : because it recals naturally its idea to the 
imagination. The same kind of observation,-— although 
with certain restrictiorts, — may be made, in relation to 
signs of instiiution ; when these are generally received ; 
and by habit, become familiar; But, to establish a sign, 
which, of its own nature, bears no reference, or analogy, 
to its object, — for example, a bit of bread to signify a 
human body : or else to give it a certain name, without 
giving, at the same time, any explanation of its mean- 
.ing; and before any one, and nluch less the public^ 
have agreed in its acceptation, (and fhis is what Jesus 
did, on the occasion of his last supper,) — to do this, is a 
thing, that is quite unheard of a thing, of which, nei- 
ther the whole series of the sacred scriptures, nor any 
instance in human language, supply one single example. 

' Accordingly, it i§ true, tliat, although indeed tho 
protestant theologians, — many of them, — ^apply to the 
words of Christ a figurative , signification, yet are they 
not so obstinately attached to it, as not at the same time 
to own, that, when the benevolent Being made use of 
the slrUiing expression, he deigned, in Using it, to give 
us really his Body and his Blo^. 
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CHAP. XXI. — On the teords — Bo this for^a Com>- 
tnemoraiion of Me. 

After liavlng pointed out the sentiments of the 
ehurch, respecting the words, This is my Body, I [ 
will proceed to explain, likewise, what her opinion is^ . | 
concerning those, which Christ 'Jesus has appended to 
Do this for a commemoration of Me. 

N The design, then, of the Son of God, in this latter 
expression, is manifestly to induce or oblige, us to bear 
constantly in our recollection, that death, which he en- 
dured for the purchase of our salvation. It is from it, that 
St. Paul concludes, — that ** we announce the death of 
the Lord*’ in this mysteiy . Now, it ought not to bo sup- 
posed, that the remembrance of the death of our Lord 
excludes the real presence of his body. On the con- 
trary, whoever considers attentively the explanation, 
w'hich I have just been giving, will conceive it manifest, 
jlbat it is upon this real presence, that such commemo- 
ration, in fact, is founded. For, as the Jews, by 
eating of their peace-offerings, recalled to their recol,- 
Icction, that it was for their sakes, that the victim had 
been immolatedy — just so, by eating the adorable flesh 
of our Christian sacrifice,, we too should be induced ta 
remember, that it was for our salvation that Jesus laid 
down his life. It is the participation, therefore, of this 
sacred banquet, that not only awakens iu us the me- 
mory of his death j but confirms us, moreover, in the 
faith of the wonderful mystery. And so far is the 
solemn^ commemoration, which Christ here commands 
us to make, from excluding, the presence of his flesh, 
that it is, on the contrary, upon the actual manducatiou 
of this adorable food, that he bids us, at our altars , 
found the tender remembrance of his sufferings. In 
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loaMty, it is impo%ible for us to forget, tTmt it was f«tr 
the lore of us, that He immolated Ills sacred body, 
wheu, each day, we seC) that he still gives us the. holy 
victim to be the food and nourishment of our souls. 
And is it not wrong in Christians^ — ^under the prete^^t 
•of celebrating the memorial ctf ojir Redeemers passion, 
— U it not wrong, under the shelter of such apology^ 
4o suppress that very object, which, in the act of tlie 
holy commemoration, is precisely the most powerfully 
•efficacious : and the inost tenderly affecting } Ought 
they not rather to reflect, riiat Jesus does not .merely 
command us to remember him, but to remember him, 
by eating his Body and his Blood ? For, let only the 
•sequel of his words, and the force his expression 
be well noflced. Not only does he say, -^as the pro- 
4estants appear to understand him, — that, in Tlie 
Eucharist, the bread and wine are a memariat of his 
Body and Blood : — ^he says; and he reminds us of it,— 
that, by doing what he prescribes, that is, by receiving 
his body and hk blood, we do really fecal the remem- 
brance of him to our.aflrections. indeed, what circum- 
stance is there, that can possibly awaken the dear 
iremembrance with more effect If the child recollect 
so feelingly the kindness of a parent, wlien he sees 
his tomb, — with how much tenderer love should 
X)ur sensibility glow, when, under these sacred veils,-?- 
vnder this mystic ^omb, — we possess, and behofd, 
the very flesh of ofu: divine Redeemer; that living,. 
Hfe-giving flesh; that blood, still wann with the 
love of us ; and replenished with grace, and spiritiud 
unction? Or should the enemies of our religion 
sflll vainly peirsist in telling us, that ** He, who com' 
mends sn to remember him, docs not bestow upon 
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the real substance of his body/*-'-if ibeytdlus (his, F, 
in return, will merely request them to aace at iMst 
amongst themsdves. They assure us, for examnle, 
})08itively j and nrotcet, \th^t, in the iEuchaiist^ t^y 
do not deny a real communication of the true substance 
of the Son of God. Now, if this assurance be serious, 
and their doctrine be not a mere illusion, the conse* 
qucnce is, that then they must necessarily say, as we 
do, — that the remembrance, or memorial, does not 
exclude every mode of presence ; but that alone, which 
4 iits upon the senses. Thus, their answer would be 
precisely the same with- onis : since w^e, when we say 
that Christ is present in the Eucharist, at the same 
time, acknowledge, that be is not present under a 
form, which strikes the senses. 

Should, then, the protestant here ask us, why we da 
not believe it sufficient, that Christ should be present in 
the Eudiarist, merely by faith; seeing that we be- 
lieve, — 08 we do, — ^that the senses have nothing to do 
with the mystery ? — ^if the protestant should a^ this, 
•our answer to him would be easy ; and we should, wiffi- 
out any perplexity, unravel the specious quibble. — It is 
therefore a very different thing to say, that “ the Son 
of God is present in tiid Eucharist, by faith,”-— from 
8 aying,^that it is, by faith, we know, that he is pre- 
sent in Ibis mystery.” The former mode of speaking 
implies nothing more than a mere moral presence; the 
latter points out a real one : both because faith is infal- 
lible; and because a real presence, made known tons 
by faith, is sufficient to produce, in the just man, 
who lives by faith,” all those hcq)jpy effects, which, I 
1 have just said, are always append^ to it. * 
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CHAP. XXSI.— On the proiesiant doctrines respect^ 
ing ike Holy Eucharist. 

Ai/THough 1 had undertaken to explcdn the doo 
trines solely of the catholic chard), in relation to the 
Holy Eucharist, yet wUl 1 also, — because the thing 
inay perhaps be usefal,<p-‘pre8ent a short deposition of 
the sentiments of^ur protestant brethren upon the same 
important subject.^ Snch exposition, if considered at- 
tentively, 'wiU produce the fortunate effect, if not of 
staying, at least of answering, the many quibbles, and 
equivocations, to which they have recourse so often : 

• It is a very singular, and a very striking, circumstance,^ 
a circumstance, whicb, if prejudice did not darken the eye of 
reason, vould astonish, and coi^ound, the protestant, -*that the 
rejection of the two leadinjg catholic tenets respecting the Eu- 
charist, and the adoption of the two leading protestant tenets 
concerning the same mystery, were, both otthcro, yrofess^dly 
derived from the suggestions ^‘of the prince of darkness T* 

>» We have, in the firet place, the authentic testimony of Luth^, 
informing us, not only candidly, but triumphantly, that it was 
the above wise and enligbtenea monitor, who in^ructed, and 
convinced him, that transubstantiation is an error ; and engaged 
him to su^titute the s^^em of companation in its room. The 
important conference between the two learned doctors upon 
the subject, with all the variety of frightful things connected 
with it, maybe found described in the editions of the reformer's 
works, published by himself ; and in some of those, which were 
printed, subsequently, by hi$ disciples. ' 

In like planner,, we have also the testimony of Zuinglins, ex- 
press and formal, as that of Luther,^ that it warthe same acute 
and skilful master, who kindly taught him, that the Real Pre- 
sence is but a human mventicn ; and that the Eucharist, in 
fact, is no more than a holy figure. The dialogue, again, be- 
tween the two great divines is circumstantially rejgtcd by Zuin- 
glius, in bis bwk De Sulsidie Euchurisiiee, He only omits to 
, inform us,' — for he saj**, “ be had quite forgotten the interesting 
. rircumstance,*' whether his instructor was blask^ar whiiis! 
p3 
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tvLlH ii at the same time, shev, how 

veiy nearly, on some oocasions, they have approximated 
to our catholic priociples^ ^ 

There are two leading lystems amongst the protest- 
ants, in relation to the presence of Christ Jesus in the 
Euchanst. The former teaches, that his body and 
blood are present in the mystery, merely in figure :* 
the latter professes, that they are present ** in reaUiyr 
I shall examine each of the two opinions, alternately. 

It is, therefore, in the first nlace, a vety prevailing 
notion amongst protesiants ; ana a notion, which they 
frequently inculcate, — that the great miracle of the Real 
V Pr^ence , which we catholics admit, and venerate, is 
superfluous, and of no avail \ and that it suffices for all 
the purposes of our salvation, that J^sus Chnst has laid 
down his life for onr reconciliation. This sacrifice, 
they again say, is sufficiently applied to ns *' hy faiik:** 
and this application ** by faitk" they still fartlier add, 
is sufficiently made known, and certified, to us “ 
the word of God ” Or if,-^they once more say,— if 
indeed there be any necessity of clothing thia^word in the 
forms of sensible signs, then it is enough to create, for 
our benefit, symbols, that are extremely simple, — such, 
for example, as water in the sacrament of baptism ; 
without any necessity of calling down from hoayen the 
Body and the Blood of our Great Redeemer. 

To explain the sacrament of the Eucharist, in this 
manner, is, no doubt, a very easy thing. However, ft 

J will make no reflections upon a subject, which, yet, presents 
room for so much reflection. But, is it not astonishing, that 
men, — th^ professed envoys of heaven, — should boldly have 
declared, that they had received their most important doctrines 
from the devil ! And is it not more astonishing yet, that such 
doctrines, even ficw^ (they are still the leading proteetant doc- 
Irines)} shoukl be venerated as divine! / 
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M a fact, that not even have the defenders of ibis sjrs^ 
tern thought proper to abide by its maxims. They 
know, that notions, similar to the above, have induced 
Uie Socinians to deny the divine mystery of the Incar- 
nation God,” say these unbelievers, •* could, surely^ 
save us, without having recourse to so arduous, and 
complex, a method. He needed but at once to forgive 
our iniquities ; and, as for instruction, he could also in- 
struct us sufficiently, both in regard of doctrine, and 
morality, by the words and example of a man, ani- 
mated by the Holy Ghost; without any necessity of 
'making such personage a God.” But, here, the pro- 
testauts, as well as the catholics, felt the ] alpable weak- 
ness of such arguments. They felt, in the first place, that 
H is hot ours, — blind and ignorant as we are, — either 
to deny, or to maintain, any mystery, merely according 
to the circumstance of its appearing to us useful, or else 
unavailing, to our salvation. It is God alone, that 
know^s the secrets of bis own counsels. It is ours, to 
render them beneficial and salutary to ourselves, by be- 
lieving tliem in that sense, in which his wisdom has 
proposed tliein to us ; and by accepting bis benefits, in 
that way, in which his goodness has been pleased to 
offer them. 

In the next place, without entering into the question, 
whether God could not have saved us by any other 
method, except that of the incarnation, and deatii of his 
Son, — an useless controversy, which many of the pro- 
testants have long, in their schools, very ardently main- 
tained, — it is enough for man, upon the testimony of 
tlie sacred scriptures, to know, that the Son of God 
bus, in his mercy, been graciously pleased to testify his 
love and interest for his creatures by effects, which are 
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truly wonderful, and incomprehensible. It was.the^ 
greatness of this love, that created that blessed union, 
by which be became man ; and that prompted him, sur 
really to lay down, for our sake, that same body, as be 
had really taken it up. These dispensations of the di- 
vine wisdom are, all of them, consistent : whilst the- 
love, which suggested them, is every where strikingly 
impressive. When, therefore, it is His wish, by com- 
nmnicating himself to any one of his children, to testify 
to such happy individual that tenderness, which ho has 
testified to all in general, — he discovers, at once, in the 
treasures of bis wisdom, the easy means of satisfying 
his benevolence,— means, just equally effectual, as are 
those, by which he had accomplished the great work of 
our redemption. There is, consequently, no room for 
astonishment, if, in the infinitude of his power and 
goodness, he bestows upon each of os the real substance 
of his own flesh and blood* He does this, in order to 
im^kint deeply upon our hearts, that it was for the love 
of us, that he took them up ; and for or * benefit, that 
he laid them down. The character of his life rondel's 
these inference credible. The order oi his mysteries 
disposes us to reverence them : whilst liis own positive 
declarations forbid every doubt respecting their inlalli- 
bility. 

Not even were the protestants themselves insensible, 
that mere simple figures, and simple emblems, of the 
Body a^d Blood of Christ could not satisfy the piety of 
chri^ians, who are familiarised to the mercies of a God, 
who so really bestows himself upon them. For this 
reason, they do not like to be accused of denying, iu 
their system of the Eucharist, a real and substuiitial 
participation, when they comrnunicate, of the Body 
and Blood of Jesus Clirist. They, on the contrary. 
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assert positively, as we do, that, in sbanog the holy 
mysteiy, they participate truly " of his proper sub- 
stance.'* (Cat.) They even say, in their Confession 
of Faith, that “ Christ there feds and enlivens us, 
by THE VERT SUBSTANCE of his Body and Blood.'* 
And conceiving, still farther, that it would not be suffi- 
cient to shew us by a mere sign, that we have a share 
in his sacrifice, they, hence, expressly declare, that 
the Body of our Saviour, which is given to us in the 
Eucharist, does really *^ceriify" this blessing to us,~ 
an expression, upon which, because it is remarkable, I 
•hall, ere long, make a few refiection^. 

It is, therefore, acknowledged by ourjprotesiant bre- 
thren, that the body and blood of Jesus Christ are truly 
present in the sacr^ mysteries. The Calvinists them- 
selves allow this. For, no doubt, is communi- 

cated IN ITS PKOPBR SUBSTANCE,” mUSt, of COUIBG, be 
truly present. It is true, they explain this communica- 
tion, by saying, that it is made “ in spirit, and by 
faiths But, it is still true, that, they maintain likewise, 
that it is “ real." And, because it is impossible to 
conceive, how a body, which is communicated only 
“ in spirit, and by faith," can yet be communicated 
really, and in its proper substance," — they have, 
for this reason, in the defence and explanation of a 
system, whose parts are so grossly inconsbtent wdth 
each other, singularly wavered ; and contradicted them- 
selves. They have even been reduced to acknowledge 
tw'o thipgs, which can be true, only in the supposition 
of the certainty of our catholic doctrines. 

The first of these is, — that Jesus Christ is given to us in 
the Eucharist, in a way, which is neither applicable to 
baptism, nol to the preaching of the gospel ;^in a way, 

i> 6 


Digitized by Google 



66 


^hich is peculiar to tins mystery. I slinll remark, ere 
long, the consequence of diis principle. But, first, let 
mq observe, how it Is conceded to us by our adversaries. 

It Is not my intention to appeal here to the tesliinory 
pf any particular theologian. I shall cito tlie words 
only of their own catecjiism ; in Uie article, wherein it 
explains what relates to the~ Eucharist. In Uiis 
article, it is in the most positive terms asserted, that, in 
this mystery, Jesus Christ is given tp us ** really, and 
in his proper sub9tan(ie** Whereas, both in baptism, 
^d in the gospel, although he bo here truly comtuuniT 
cated to us , — ** yet, it is only in part, and not com- 
The consequence, therefore, is, — that, in 
icliorist, He is given to us comploicly, and not 

in part. 

There is^ certainly, a very great difference between 
ttie circumstance of receiving “ in part^' and that of 
weeiving completely*^ If, therefore, upon all other 
occasions, Christ Jesus Is. but received ** inpart ;** and 
it is only in the Eucharist, tliat he is received “ com- 
pletely ** — if this be tlie fact, it, of coiyse, cvep ia 
the acknowledgment, of our adversaries, niust follow, 
—-that it is then, in the |iucharist, that the cliristia^ 
otight to seek for a participation, wiiicji is peculiar tp, 
this sacrament;-T“a participation, which is not appro- 
priate, cither to baptism, or to preaching. At the 
same time, anotlier consequence is,— that such partici^ 
pation is not the fmit, or appepdage, of faith : since 
iaitli, animating generally all the actions of the jcliris- 
tian, extends equal Iv to preaching, and to baptism, as 
it does to the action of communion. 

In reality, it is a very remarkable circumstance, that, 
notwithstanding the desire, which the protestants have 
manifested so often, of placing baptism and preaching 
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<m an aqnalitjr with the Eucharist,— because " Jesjis 
Christ is ID them communicated truly to us,” — yet, have 
Diey nev^, in their catechisms, ventured to assert, that 
in baptism and preaching, He is given to us ** in his 
proper substance as he is given to us, they acknow- 
ledge, in the Holy Eucharist. For this reason, they 
/elt the inconsistency of refusing to attribute to the 
Eucharist a manner of conferring Jesus Christ, pectiKar 
to this sacrament : whilst also they were compelled to 
own, that faith, which is diffused through all the ac- 
tions of the faithful, could not be this peculiar manner. 
It is, indeed, manifest, that the peculiar manner of 
possessing Jesus Christ in the Eucharist ought, of 
course, to be real: since the sacrament, as the pro- 
testante allow, communicates ** really' ' to us, even “ in 
its proper substance ” the Body and the Blood-of Jesus 
Christ. So that, in fact, from the very concessions of 
the protestants themselves, the conclusion is manifest, — 
that there is in the Eucharist a real manner of receiving 
the Body and Blood of our divine Redeemer, which is 
not the effect of faith. This is precisely the doctrine of 
catholicity. 

The next thing, that the protestants admit, is again 
deduced from their own catechism, in the article im- 
mediately succeeding that, which I havejnst been citing. 
In this article it is said, that the body of our Lord, 
Jesus, in as much as it was once offered up in sacri- 
fice, in order to effect our reconciliation, is now 
given unto us, in order to certify to us, that we have 
a share in this reconciliation !* 

Now, if the foregoing words have any kind of sig- 
nification ; if they be not an empty sound, or a mere illu** 
sion,— their meaning is, that J^us Christ, in order “ to 
certify” to us, that we share in his sacrifice, and in the 
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1»en€^t of man’s rodempllon, presents lo not a symbol 
only,» but his own real body. For^ if the reception ot 
the body of our Lord ** certify” our participation in tho 
fruits of his death, then must this participation, of 
coune, be distinguished necessarily from the recc[)tio!i 
of his body : because thus the one is the pledge oi the 
other. Wherefore, I remark, still further, that, if the 
protesiants be reduced to distinguish in the Eucharist 
between the participation of the body of Christ, and 
the participation in the fruit and grace of his sacrifice, 
the consequence must manifestly be, that therefore 
they distinguish likewise, between the real participa- 
tion of his sacred body, and that spiritual participaUoa 
which is made by tlie means of taith. For, surely, 
this latter kind of participation can never be the princi- 
ple of two distinct, and separate, actions by one of. 
which, the Christian, receives the body of Christ ; by 
the other, the fruits of his sacrifice. Not even can any 
one conceive, w^hat real difference there can possibly 
exis^, bitwe;en the participation ** by faith” of the 
body of Christ, and the participation “ by faith” of the 
fruits of his death. Hence, besides the cbmmunion, 
by which w^e participate spiritually of the body, and 
spirit, of Jesus Christ, on the occasions w hen we re- 
ceive the fruits of his death, — besides this commimion, 
there is, moreover, another real communion of the body 
of this same Redeemer; a communion, which is a 
positive pledge of the security of tlie former; — if, by 
the criminality of our dispositions, we do not counteract 
the influences of so great a blessing. This conclusion is 
included necessarily in the principles,' which the pro- 
testants thenaselves acknowledge. And never will they ^ 
explain this momentous truth, in a way, • tliut is any 
thing like wise, and consistwit, until tlicy resume the 
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«dndii[)ef)ts of fliat cbarcb, which thej hare so uo* 
happily abaodoned. 

How really striking, tberefcro, is tbeforco of truth!' 
what mind will not admire it! There is nr#t a 
consequence, that results from tlie acknowledged prin- 
ciples of our dissenting brethren, but what is completely 
intelligible in the sentiments of the catholic dmreh. 
The catholic,— even the most uncnlight ?nod catholic, 
^without the slenderest difficulty, understands, that 
there is formed, by the medium of the Eucharist, a 
communion with Jesus Christ, which no other institu- 
tion furnishes as he also easily understands this other 
dreumstance, — that “ the Body of Christ is given to 
US, in order to certify to us, that we have a share in 
his sacrifice, and his deaths In like manner, the 
catholic knows bow to make the clearest distinction 
between the two necessary methods of uniting ourselves 
to our dime Redeenier^— the one, by receiving his 
real Flesh; the other, by receiving his Spirit the 
former being established, as the pledge, and security, 
of the latter. But, these are objects, tliat are inex- 
plicable in the principles of our protestant brethren : 
although, still, they are unable to di^vow them. Hence, 
we must conclude, that it is the illusions of error, that 
have involved them in contradictions. 

To me, it has, indeed, been always a subject of 
larprise, that the ingenuity of the protestants has never 
yet furnished a more simple explanation of thoir doc- 
trine relating to the Eucharist. For exaimple, why liavo 
they not always, without so many quibbles, and eva- 
sions, persisted in the simple declaration, that, since 
Christ Jesus was pleased to shed his blood ibr <^ur sal* 
ration, l>e was pleased moreover to ordain, that thi* 
efthfiop should be ropralonted by the inslitutipn of two 
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aoparate signs of his Body, and his Blood ?---4hat 
to those signs he has given the name of the thing its^? 
—and that they arc, still farther, the pledges of our 
pesUcipation in the fhifts of his death; and the assu- 
rances, that we are spiritually nonrished by the virtues 
of his Body and his Blood ? After having laboured so 
indefatigabiy to prove, that signs do receive the name 
of the thing; and that, consequently, the sign of the 
body mi^t, with propriety, be call^ the body, — -It is 
to these two opinions, that they ought, in consi^ency, 
and most naturally likewise, to have adhered. 

In order to render these signs efficacious, the only 
requisite, that was required, was simply this,— that the 
grace of our redemption should be appended to them; 
or rather) aceording to the maxims of protestantism, 
that this grace should merely be confirmed to us, by 
their m^ans. Needless H was entirely, to perplex them* 
selves, as our dissenting brethren havo' done, in the 
tin meaning endeavour to make us comprehend, that we 
receive the very Body of our Saviour, for the purpose 
^ solely of oerti^ng to ouhelves, that we sl^are in the 
benefits of his passion* In the sacrament of baptism, . 
they deemed the water a sufficient sign of that bloody 
which effaces iniquity ; nor did they ever dream of as- 
serting, that, in this institution, we receive the proper 
substance"' of the blood of Christ, for the purpose “ of 
certifying" to us, that its virtue is tliereby imparted to 
us. How much less obscure would their doctrine, then, 
have been, had they reasoned in this manner in ^la^ 
tion to the Eucharist ! But, it is the general fate of in- 
novators to be reduced to suppress, or conceal, much of 
what, frequently, they would wish to say; They 
mee^ for ever, with established truths, and unvaiying 
maxims, w^peb, perplexing them, oblige them tb do 
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violence to tbeir reason. Thus, the Allans would have 
been glad, not to have given the naine of God” and 
Only Sod,” to Jesus Christ. Thusj the Nestorians, 
in their writings, adnriUed with reluctance, in thesame 
divine personage, an ill-defiDed, and imperfect, kind 
of unity. Thus, the Pelagians, in like manner, 
who denied ori^nal^in, would also, with satisfaction, 
have denied, that baptism ought to be administered to 
iB^ts, for the purpose of remitting their offences 
for, by this means, they would have got rid of the ar- 
gument, which the catholics borrowed from this prac- 
tice, as another proof of the existence of original sin. 
Bu^ the fact is, as 1 have just been remarking, that, 
when men find a truth once forcibly established, they 
have not the hardihood, usually, to venture to overturn 
it wholly. t 

Let, then,, the protestants own candidly the truth ; 
—-They were disposed, and would have been glad, to 
have admitted in the Eucharist the figure only of the 
body of Jesus Christ with the real pariicipation merely 
of his s^rit; — leaving out those awful words, 

- citation of his projoer svhstance /” along with several 
otheiB, which, expressing a real presence, serve only to 
embarrass them. To them, and to their prejudices, it 
would have been peculiarly pleasing, not to have 
* acknowledged in the Eucharist any other kind of com- 
munion with Jesus Christ, save that, which is common 
to baptism, Und to preaching ; without telling' us, as 
they reluctantly have done, — that^ in this sacra^ 

ment, men receive their Redeemer compXiE'WBLT ; 
whdtst, in other insiituiionSy they receive Aim, but 
IK paBt.” However, although inclination prompted 
the suppression of this sort of langu^e, yet did the 
words (d C/hrist^-'So plain is their signification,— forUd 
/ • _ ■ 
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it lositltotii^lh^'hcAy mpter^ Christ Jesus had said 
distinstiy, — Thi$ U my Bodff : Thii u my Bio 0 d,-^- 
words' which he never applied to any other object; oor 
•used, on any other occasion, bow^ therefore^ 

pretend, with any thing like consistency, to attach 
generally to all the actions of the chnstian, what his 
word attaches formally, and positively;, to an individual 
sacrament ? Moreover, the whole economy of the divine 
counsels; the order of the mysteries, anddoctnoes* of 
the Christian institute; the design of Jesus in the estab- 
lishment of the Eucharist; even the very words, which 
he made use of, on the awful occasion ; and the impres- 
sion, which they are calculated naturally to make upon 
the min4r-*^^e are, all of them, considerations, which 
convey no other idea, than that of a real, and substan- 
tial, presence. It is upon these accounts, that our protea- 
tant adversaries have compelled to have recourse to 
words, which, in sound at least, give some confused no- 
tions of thb kind of realify. When men, as the cathoUPS 
do,-- attach themsekes completely to the principles of 
faith; or else, like the Sockuans, obey only the guidance 
of human reason, -^in either of these two cases, it it 
easy to establish a regular system ; and to form a tixed 
and connected plan of doctrine. But when, as the pro- 
testants do, men form a compound of faith and reason ; 
adopting somethbg of the principles of each, — the con- 
sequence is, that they are for ever saying more than they 
would wish to say ; and then falling into opinions, whose 
incoherency alone is the evidence of their falsehood. 

Such as these have been Uie etiects of the pretended 
leforraation God permitting them, it may be, for the 
purpose of facilitating to tho protestant hirretum to the 
bosom of his perent-church,-*-the only centre of reel 
Wlty. For, since exp^enpe has now convinced owjr 
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tep&mted kreibi«ea> that» in order to fpeak the languag^^ 
trcitl^ they are aeeeesarily reduce to s^k os we 
do^-^nght they not, hence, in Kke manner, to conceive, 
that, in order to understand the truth itself, theyahould 
judge of it likewise,, in the same way, that we do } 
In their creeds, they cannot help remarking a great 
variety of expressions, which, unless they be interpreted 
in a catholic sense, pre^nt no meaning whatsoever. 
And is not this circumstance alone sufficient to convince 
^ent, that it is merely in the catholic church, that the 
deposiium of revelation subsists unaltered, and unim- 
paired? Those tertns, and mutilated remnants, of our' 
catholic dochrines, which are interspersed here and 
there, throughout all their catechisms,-^but which seem 
to beg, as it were, to be once more re-united to their' 
parent-whole,—- these are objects, which ought forcibly 
to urg» every tlioughtful profestant to seek, in the com- 
munion of our divine establishment, the complete ex- 
planation of what relates to the Holy Eucharist. I am, 
indeed, convinced, that, if the perplexities of human 
reasonings did not confuse their faith ; and render it too 
dependent upon the senses, — I am convinced, if this- 
were not the case, that there would be found very few,, 
who would not, with eagerness, measure back their 
steps to the paths of our happy sanctuary.— But, hav- 
ing thus pointed out the effects which ought to result 
from the exposition of the p^testant doctrines, 1 sboU 
hasten to complete the explanation of our own. 

CHAP. XXIII. — 0/$ Trmauhataniiaihn. 

It was pre^r, and consistent with the rules of the 
divine wisdonv as I have remarked already, that there 
should not exist in this mystery of faith, any thing, 
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that the mortal eye ean penetrate ^ or. that the hamam 
senses ccm discover. For this reason, there.oughl not,, 
after Uie act of consecration, to appear any visible alter- 
ation in^e quditles of sacred* elements. It is 
because wo do not perceive snch alteration : because we 
still trace the same appearances ; and witness the same, 
effects, that we sometimes, and in a certmn sense, still 
call the sacrament by the name of the veils which cover 
it. However^ conducted by Hb all-powerful word,^ 
who does whatsoever he pleases, faith acknowledges in 
the divine mystery, no other sul»tan6e than that, which, 
this same word expresses, --that is, the Real Body, and 
the Real Blood,^ of our Redeemer, Jesus Christ; into 

* John Vi . 51 . The bread, that / wiO git^ is my flesh, for 
the life of the world* Verse 55. my flesh is meat Meed: 
wed my blood is drink indeed* 

Matthew xxvi. 26, 27, 2d. Take ye, and eat : Jlds is my 
hndy, • . . Drink ye all of this : For, this is my blood of the hew' 
testament, which shall be shed formany , for the remission of sms» 
See also, ^fark xlv. 22, 24: Lul^ xxli. 19^ 20 ; 1 Corin- 
thians X. 16 ; xi. 23, 24, 25. ' \ 

So natural a censequence of die real presence is' transub- 
stantiation, that even the most inveterate enemies of oui* holy' 
religion, --the Calvinists, fallow, that, if the former be admit- 
ted, the rejection of the latter is preposterous. “ For,’* say 
the ministers in the synod of Czeoger, “ as the rod of Moses 
was not changed into u serpent, hut by tramulstantiation ; as 
water did not become blood in Egypt, or wine at Cana, witfund 
a change, •~-9o, in the Etiohar^st, br^ad cannot become the body 
of Christ, if it be not changed into his flesh, by losing the 
sufatance of bread.**— could produce many Similar attestatiohs 
from the leading apostles, and ministers, of the Calvinisdc 
community, who candidly, and forcibly acknowledge, that 
trausubstaotiation is the necessary appendage of the real 
presence. If, 8a|rs Beza, men will take these words. This 
la Mv Body, in thier literal sense and without figure, it is 
impossible not to on)n, that they establish trfinsuJbstantiodion* 
(De Cmna Domini.) 

In this coimtry, wherc-^profane and miserable^olicy 
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i^ich the bread and Wine are, bj his power, niira- 
oukNisIj converted. It is this my^erious change, that, 
now, we express by thp appropriate term — TfcotsuB- 
Huniiation* 

Neither do the internal ptoperUes of the Eucharist 
prevent it from' being, as to its external and sensible 
qiialitieB,*^a But, it is- a sign of such nature, 

^at, so lar from cxctuding the reality, it on the contrary, 
iocludes^it necessafUy : because these words. This is 
my Body, pronounced over the elements, which Christ 
Jesus had selected to be the lUaUer of the holy sacra- 
ment, are a sure sm to us that He is really present 
undmr them. And, aRhougb^ to the sehses, things still ap- 
pear as they had done — yet, now, since a superior power 

man is to be trusted ; much less, to honoured and rewarded, 
by the state, unleM he have had th^ dreadful courage ^ deny, 
even upon bis oath, a doctrine, which the saints, all, venerated, 
and which the far largest portion of the Christian world still, 
every where, adores,— in this country, it is not to he expected, of 
eourse, that there ^uld have been found many writers so bold ; 
or else, so insensible to their worldly interests, as openly to have 
admitted the mystery of traosubetantiation. There have, how- 
over, been some, — and those too tliemost enlightened member#u 
of the establishment,— ^ho have owned its possibility,— or 
ratber,without adopting the name, have acknowledged the thing. 

Meuvf proteftanU,** a^ys Bishop Forbes, ^ deny too boldly, 
and too dinfforoutly, that God can trann^tantiate the bread 
into the Body of Christ, For my part, 1 approve qf the opinion 
of the fVittemburg divines, who assert, that the power of God is 
so great, that he can. change the substance of the bread and wine 
into the Body and Blood of Christ” (De Euch.) Bishop 
Montague positively asserts, that a conversion takes place, by 
the power of the act of Consecration ; and he cites the Fathers 
to confirm his opinion. “ The Fathers,” he says, from age 
to age, attested the real and substantial presetice, in very high 
terms; and they stiled it, co mmrsi aa, transmutation, tranqfar^ 
motion, irauseiementation,” 
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lias interfmdr tbe mind forms a Judgment 

of their properties. H^ce,. iiotwithstandiDg that certain 
appearances, and a certain order of natural impressions 
made upon the body, are wont to point out to us the 
substance of bread and wine, — stUl, the antbority of 
J esus, •Whose word oannot deceive us, h the cause why, 
uaw, those very same appearances begin to exhibit to 
lis a substance that is completely didferent Thus, do 
we pot remark, that the apostle says , — WAai we iake^ 
and what 'is His Body i St^h is, indeed, 

the authority of the divine word, that it permits us 
not, to refer those external appear^ces to the substance 
of bread ; but engages us to aihx Ibem to the Body ot 
. Jesus. Christ, which is miraculously concealed beneath 
,them. 80 'that the presence of this adorable object 
being tlius certified to. us by itis sign, wd with piety 
bow down to worship it. 

CHAP. 3KIV.-70/J iT\e Adoration of tlw Eucharist. 

. RisspectInq the adoration of this sacrament, I shall 
here, say very little. "The reason is, — because the most 
learned, and the wisest, of our protestant adversaries 
have, 4 ong since, admitted, that its adoration is but the 
natural, and the necessary consequence of the presence 
of Christ Jesus in this mystery.* 

^ If.Jesm Christ, says Calvin, be present in the Euehariet,^^ 
then, no Uouhi, it is necessary there to adore JUm, (Contra 
HesbusiumJ Bvza is even quite indignant witk this said 
Heshusius ; and calls him very politely, an ass," fmr having 
denied thp obli^Bp 6r adoriiig. the Eucharist, on the suppo- 
' sitibri of the real^piysence. ‘ 

f The sounder piidestants,'* says Bishop Forbes, “ make no 
difficulty about odming Christ in the Eucharist. It is a very 
^monstrous error of certain rigpi protestants to deny^ Gust 
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. It is our belief; rmoreover; and a beliief, which is ^ 
manifestly wise, — that, since the omnipotent words of 
our .Redeemer operate whatsoever they announce,^ ^ 
they^ hence^ produced their efiect, in the Last Supper, 
the same instant^ in which they were uttered. The 
necessaiy consequence, again, of this, is,— that there- 
fore, we admit the real presence of the body of Jesus, 
before the act of its participaUon.* 

CHAP. XXV.-— Oa Sacrt/ice of the Mass. 

Thb mystery of the real presence, and that of tran^ 
substanUadoD, once established and admitted, •^there is 
hardly ^y further difficulty in establishing likewise, or 

Christ is he adored in the Eucharist^ hy any adoration^ except 
that of the mind,** (De Each.) 

fFith Saint Ambrose, adds BislKip Andrews, / also adore the 
flesh of Christ in the EueharitU (Rcsp. ad Bellarm.) 

• The words of Christ<— T 4 i« is my Body ; This is my liioodf 
—were tnie, the moment, in which he pronounced them. Con- 
6e.quentl3r, his Body and Blood must have been present, before 

apostles either eat the adorable, food, or drank of the hea- 
venly cup. inference can be more manifest. And for this 
re^^son, Luther himself decided, — that, “in the mass, Christ 
ought to bp acknowledged, as present, from the beginning of 
the lord^s prayer to the end of the communion,** — an interval, 
yrhich, when the communicants are numerous, and the service 
solemn, includes, frequently, the space of an hour, or more. 
Now, if it be owned, that Christ is thu 8 j>resent, for an lioim, 
— why should it not be admitted, that he may be present, for a 
day; a week; a year? We have the plainest attestation of the 
divine word, to prove his presence. We have not a syllable, 
So prove, or even to insinuate, his absence. 
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adrailting, tbe divinity of tbat^at Sacrifice, in wbieii 
tire holy Victim is oflered up.^ 

* Malachy4. lO, 11. I hav4 nepHeaturt in jfon, saiih M 
Ji<n'd 6f hosts: noither will I accsft m% offering ai pour hsmd. 
For, from the rising of the sun to the going down of the sami 
my name shall be great among the Gentiles : and in every glace 
incense shall be offered to my name, and a cIean Offering. 

Matthew xxvi. 28. This is my Blood of the New Testament, 
which is SUED for many, for the remission of sins, 

Mark xiv. 24. This is my Blood of the New Testament^ 
which is SHED for many, 

Luke xxii. 19. J^is is my Body, which is given for you. 
Bo this, for a commemoration of me, 

Luke xxii . 20. 7his is the chalice of the New Testament he. 
my Blood, which is sued for you, ^ 

1 Corinthians xi. 24, 25, T^tf is my Body, which i» 
BEOKEV for you, Bo this for a commemoration of me. This 
chalice is the New Testament in my Blood : Bo you this, ae 
often as you shall drink hr for the commemoration of me, 
in these words of our Redeemer, reported by the apostles* 
there is manifestly question, in tbe first place, of an obla^ 
lion, or irnrholatiint, by the actual effusion of blood, for the 
remission of sin ; and, in the next place, of iheferpetuation 
of lljis oblation to the end of time,— expressed by the com- 
mand, Bo this for a commemoration of me. Hence, we find* 
that the apostles were assiduous in offering^ up the holy sacri- 
fite. Jnd as they wete 9ACRlFICl^iG to the Ijord, and fasting, 
the Holy Ghost said to them, (Acts xiii. 2.) Jlte chalice of 
benediction, which we bless, ts it not the communion of the 
Blood of Chsist f And the bread, which we bseak, is U not 
the partahing of the Body of the Lord? (f Cor. x. 16.) 

Instead ol prududng the testimonies of the Fathers, Which 
invincibly prove, that these holy men, all cultivated and 
adored, the sacrifice of the mass, precisely as the catholic 
does at present, — instead of producing such testimonies, 1 
will cite,— which perhaps is better,— the acknowledgments 
of our protestant adversaries, respecting the opinioft of these 
enlightened personages. 

It is certain, says Dr. Grabe, ha bis Notes on St. Ireoasos, 
that Irevaus, and alt the fathers, either cotemporary with the 
apostles, or their successors, wheie works are still extant, fow^ 
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In the uaysteiy of the Eucharist, I have already 
taken notice of two actions, which are really distinct, 
although the one bears a relation to the other. The for- 
mer is the action con^craHon, by which the bread 
and tiie wine are converted into the Body and the 
Blood of Christ; the latter is the manducation, by 
which we participate of the sacred food. 

In the consecration, the Body and the Blood are 
mystically separated 'from each other : because Christ 
Jesus had separately said , — ThisM My Body: This is 
my Bloody— Sk circumstance, . wnich presents to us a 
veiy lively, and an efficacious, representation of the vio- 

^ered (he hUeeed iocrament to be the sacrifice of the new law^ 
And this was not the private opinion hf any particular churchy 
but the public dociriney andpracticey of the universal church g 
which she reccfvfd from the apostles; and the apostles, from 
Jesus (Christ* 

The CeDturiatori make frequently the same concession ; at 
the same time, coDdemning the opinion, which they describe. 
SaisU JrencBUSy they say, taught the new oblation of the 
new testament, which the ckureh, having received from the 
msUes, offers up to Gody throughout the world, (Cent. 2.) 
Saint Cyprian, they add, says, that the priest performs the 
function of the vicar of Jesus Christ; and that a sacrifice is 
ffered up to Cod the Father. (Cent. 3.) TertuUian, they 
also complain, ^snakes frequent mention of oblations for the 
dead. (Cent. 3.) Ambrose, they ang^nly own, makes use of 
the very terms, which we do, — ** to celebrate mass,’ to offer f, 
tp offer saer^e, IJ-c." (Cent. 6.) 

Bven Luther himself, although be rejects the mass, still 
cites, in his letter toour Henry, the passag^es of the Fathers, 
attesting^ their veneration for it. But, the darings innovator 
triumphantly adds care i for a thousand Austins y 

or a thousand Cyprians, ^c, 

JVe are wrongly accused, says the Confession of Augsburg:, 
of having abolished the mass. We have always cqntinued, and^ 
celebrated U, with great tespeei. (Art. xxii.) 

b3 . 
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lence of that daath, which he was pleased to endore for 
our salvatioQ. 

Thu^ the power of these w<u:ds, the Sou of God 
lies revealed upon the altar; clothed in those, symbols^ 
which represent bis death* Such is the efficacy of the 
solemn act of consecration. This sacred act is, more- 
over, a tribute of acknowledgment, offered up to God’s 
sovereign majesty; in as much as, by it, Jesus Christ, 
who is here personally present, renews, in some respect, 
and perpetuates, the memorial of his own obedience 
even to the death of the cross. , So that, in fact, there is 
nothing wanting to render it a real and perfect sacrifice. 

Neither can it be doubted, • that this holy action, 
although considered separately from that of the man- 
ducation, — is, of itself, * peculiarly pleasing to the Al- 
mighty ; and calculated powerfully, to induce Him to 
look down with an eye of pity upon the distresses of his 
creatures. It thus replaces before the voluntary 
death, which this Beloved Spn underwent for the 
of sinners ; or rather, it thus replaces before ffina, this 
Beloved Son Himselh under the emblems of that death, 
by whichr once, his indignation was appeased. 

The inere circumstance of the preseii'ce of Christ 
Jesus u))on the altar, is, itself, as every Christian most 
acknowledge, p. kind of intercession, extremely pow- 
erful with God, in favour of mankind, ^ — according to 
that sayiiig of Saint Paul, Christ presents himself ; 
md appears in the presence of God in our behalf . 
(Heb. ix.) It is, therefore, our belief, that our bene- 
volent Redeemer, present upon our altars under the 
symbols of death, intercedes there for us ; and presente 
there continually for us to his Eternal Father that death, 
which he once suffered for the sanctification of hk 
church, 
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It is in this sense, that speaking of tbo EuchorisHc 
Bacriiice, we say, that Jesus Christ therein offers him- 
self up to God in our behalf ; and it is thus, that we 
believe, that the holy oblation disposes the divine good- 
ness to be the more kind and propitious to us. Hence 
it is, that we give it the name of propiiiatary. 

When, indeed, we consider, what our Redeemer 
has done for us in this mystery ; and when we contem- 
plate him actually present upon the Holy Table, with 
all the marks of death imprinted on him, — we, of course, 
seeing him in this striking situation, endeavour to unite 
ourselves in affection to him : we offer him up to the 
Eternal Father, as our only victim, and propitietion ; pro- 
testing, that, except Him, and the infinite merits of His 
death, we have nothing worthy to be presented at the 
throne of the Almighty. It is by this sacred oblation^ 
that we sanctify all our prayers ; and, whilst wh offer it 
to the divine Majesty, we also, at the same time, united 
to it, offer ourselves, through it, as so many living vic- 
tims, before his throne. 

Such is the character of our Christian sacriffee,— a 
sacrifice exceedingly different from the sacrifices of 
the Jewish law; a sacrifice, spiritual, and worthy 
of the sanctity of the new alliance: a sacrifice, 
in which the victim is seen only by the eye of faith ; 
in which,, the word is the sword, that mystically sepa- 
rates the Body and the Blood ; and in which, conse- 
quently, the blood is shed, but mysteriously; and 
death exhibited, only as a memorial ; — a sacrifice, 
however, that is truly real ; because Jesus Christ is 
really therein contained ; and really, in it, undejr these 
symbols of his passion, offered up to his Eternal Father: 
—a sacrifice still, of commemoration^ which, to far 
s 4 
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from detaching us, as the pxotestant pretends it doeg, 
from the sacrifice of the cross, does, on the contraij, 
by all this variety of circumstances, attach us even the 
more forcibly to it : because, not only is the former, 
in our belief, referred wholly to the latter, but it sub- 
sists solely by this relation ; and from it derives the 
whole of its sacred efficacy. 

Such is the express doctrine of the catholic church, 
inculcated to the faithful by the couucil of Trent The 
sacrifice of the Maas, says the holy Synod, was es- 
tablished, in order to represent thcU, which was once 
accomplished upon the cross; to perpetuate its ine- 
morial to the end of ages ; and to apply to our 
souls its salutary virtues, for the remission of those 
sins, which we, every day, commit. (Sess. xxii.) Far, 
therefore, from believing, that the sacrifice of the cross 
was incomplete, the church, on the contrary, believes 
it to have been so perfect, and so fully satisfactory, 
that every subsequent institution of religion is but de- 
signed to commemorate it; and to apply iU sanctifying 
Infiuences to Uie souls of men. 

In like manner, and for the reasons just assigned, 
the catholic church professes, that the whole iiicrit 
of our redemption is attached to the death of the Sou 
of Gc^.' The protcstant might, indeed easily under- 
stand, even from the few principles, which I have been 
explaining, that, when, in the celebration of our 
sacred mysteries, w^e say to God, ‘‘ IV ? offer up to 
Thee this holy sacrifice*" — we do not pretend, by 
such oblation, to offer up to him a fresh price, or an- 
other ransom, for our salvation. Our only intefition 
is, to present to the Eternal Father the merits of his 
divine Son ; and that infinite price, which for the love 
of us, the beneficent Bjcing once paid upon the cross. 
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iOjir dissenting brethren, the prolestanU, do not c5ott? 
jpeive, that they give any kind of offence to thoir Re- 
deencier, when they offer him up to God, as he is 
present to their faith. Therefore, if they believe, that 
Jic is present in reality, what objection could they seri- 
ously pretend to make, or what repugnance could 
they liave, to the action of offering him up, when thus 
effectimlly present ? It is consequently,^ — if men were 
but reasonable and candid>< — it is to the article merely 
of the real presence, that the whole controversy be*» 
tween the catbolio and the protestant, upon the subject 
of the Eucharist, ought properly to be reduced. ' 

If, indeed, the truths, ^hich I have just laid down, 
were but wisely understood by the enemies of our reli-? 
gion, they would be sensible, how false are the notions ; 
and how ilitfbunded tlje opinions, which, hitherto*, 
they have entertained of the sactiiice of our altars. 
They would, ^if thus wisely instructed, — own, that 
the catholic does not* as they now accuse him of 
doing, ^pretend to set up anew scheme of propitiation ; 
in order, anew, — as if the sacrifice of the cross were 
insufficient,— to appease the divine displeasure ; or else, 
-^as if it w^ere iniperfect,r-to add some supplement 
to the price of our redemption. Not one of these 
imputations would be found, t^did men judge only 
from our real doctrines , -=^10 have any foundation whatr 
soever. For, according to our real doctrines^ the whole, 
that is done at our altars, and in our sacrifice, is done, 
as 1 have been explaining it, in the mere form of iuT 
itifcession; and by the w ay of application, 
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CHAP. XXV. — On the Ohjections made to tfie 

Sacrifice of the Mass, derived from the EpisUe 

to the Hebrews. 

The explanation, which I have given in the prece- 
ding chapter, is sufficient, if it be seriously considered, 
to refute those objections, which are sometimes ui^etl 
against us from the Epistle to the Hebrews^ and to 
evince, at the same time, the emptiness of those accu- 
sations, which, upon the alleged authority of the samo 
Epistle, reproach us with the crime of setting aside, 
and annihilating, the sacrifice of the cross. 'But, 
since the best proof, which reason can suggest, that an^ 
two doctrines are not at variance with each other, is tjie 
evidence, that pone of the propositions relating to the 
one, are repugnant to the proposition?? belonging to the 
other,-—! shall hence, proceed to explain, in a very 
cursory manner the doctrine of Saint Paul in his Epis- 
tle to the Hebrews. 

The intention, therefore, and tho plan of the npostlo 
in the abov^ epistle, are to make us sensible, that tbc 
sinner could not escape death, except upon the express 
condition of substituting some other person to undergo 
the awful sentorvee in his stead ; — Iha^ whilst mpn .sub • 
stitnted, ‘jn room of tliemselves, the oblations only qf 
slaughtered animals^ their sacrifices, in such cases, were 
very little else than public declarations, that it was 
themselves, who deserved to die; — that, since so iq- 
adequate an exchange was insufficient to satisfy the 
severity of. eternal justice, men, upon this account, 
compelled to renew daily the sacrifices of fresh victims 
(this latter circumstance is, no donbt, a plain attesteti«^»U 
of tho insufficiency'^ of the legal substitutions) — hut, 
Uiat^ sipce Christ Jesus hat beep mercifully pleased to 
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, lay iown His life, in the room of sinners, — satisfied by 
the voluntary substitution of so great ii,\ict*un, God does 
not now demand any Udng from roan, which ought, 
anyway, to be considered, as the price of his reconci* 
liation. Such, in bis Epistle to the Hebrews, are the 
principles of the apostle. From them, he concludes, — 
not only that, after Jesus Christ, no other victim ought 
to be immolated, but that even Jesus Christ himself 
ought only to bo immolated once, under the bleeding 
forms of death. 

Let the reader, therefore, who, loving, his own sal- 
Tatiou, is also the friend of truth, -^let him recal to his 
remembrance the maxims, which I have laid doym, re- 
specting the manner, in which this bexr^iicent Redeemer 
offers himself to his Eternal Father in our behalf, 
in the mystery of our altars. Not a single proposition, 
i am fully convinced, will he discover amid those max- 
ims, that would seem, 1 do not say, to contradict but 
even to weaken, any one of the principl6s> which I have 
ju^ cited from the apostle. So that the only objection, 
founded upon this Epistle, which, with any thing like 
plausibility, could be urged against us, must repose 
upon the silence of the sacred document. But, surely, 
the man, who reflects attentively upon the characters 
of the divine wisdom, in the dispensation of its secrets, 
throughout the different books of the sacred scriptures, 

* — surely, such man will not pretend to.restrict our in^- 
struction, or information, respecting the mystery of the 
Holy Eucharist, to the mere Epistle to the Hebrews j 
in particular, since the subject is even ^reign, or at 
least, unnecessary, to this Epistle. For, the ai^ of the 
apostie in it, is to explain the perfection, simply, of 
the sacrifice of the Cross'; and not those various ex- 
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pedlenti, whicli tbe ^inne goodness has iostitiited^ m 
the mediums of its appitcation. 

If, indeed, (I make this remark, in order to pievent 
all equitK>cation^) if the word, offer,*' be undentood,. 
in this epislle, as implying the actual death of the 
vietim, — then, 1 allow it to be true, that, m such case, 
Jesus Christ is neither offered up, any longer. In the 
Eucharist : nor even on any other occasion whatsoever. 
But» the fact is, that, in different parts, of the sacred 
writings, the word offer" has a much more extensive 
'signtfi^tioB. Often it is said, that we to God, 
whatever we present before him. And the church, 
which regulate its language, as well as its doctrine, 
not by the mere Epistle to the Hebrews, but by tlie 
entire' body of the sacred scriptures, does not hesi- 
tate to say, that Christ Jestis offers himself to God, 
whenever, presenting binoself before his Majesty, he 
appears there in behalf of men : — consequently, that 
he offers himself likewise, in the sacrifice of the Holy 
Eucharist. This is, indeed, an expression, that.Ugo« 
neral in the writings of the Fathers. 

Neither can it, with any scfUiblance of reason, be 
objected, that the manner, in which Jesus presents' 
bimeelf iu the Eucharist to bis Eternal Father, can 
possibly be any injury to the sacrifice of tlie Cross^ 
Such conclusion is repugnant to the whole tenor of the 
sacred scriptures , and above ail, to the Epistle, which 
is here made the source of objection to our doctrines. 
For, by a similar mode of reasoning, it would, in this 
case, be necessary to conclude, that when Christ Jesus, 
" entering into the world x. 5.) offeied him- 

self to God, in tlie room of those victims, ** which pica^ 
Mcd him not" — he, consequently, did an injury also t»> 
that oblation, which, subsequently, he tnade upou the 
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ierow. It would be neceasajry even, m this ca5?e, to 
conclude, that, when ** hfi continues to appear before 
God in our he/ialf”^he lesseijs the value of that sacred 
offering, iy whichy once^ he ap'peared to put awap 
hpihe sactifice of himself f (Heb. ix. 2(>.) and 
at, ^"ceasing not to intercede Jor usf (vii, 25.) him- 
self, equivalently, deems inadequate, and accuses of 
Insufficiency, tb^t pious intercession, which be made, 
at his death, “ with strong crying, and tefirsj* 
(Heb. V. 7.) 

Now, jhe tmjtb is, that inferences such as these, are 
not only fal^; they are absolutely absurd. And the 
consMuepce therefore is, that, although Jesus Christ 
has o&red himself once to be the humble victim to the 
jjostice of bis Father, he does not, for this reason, 
ceaso to offer behalf of his creatures. 

The in&ute perfection of the sacri/ico of the cross con- 
sbts ip this, — that whatsoever precedes, as well as what- 
soever follows, it,-^^dl relates, and should be referred, 
entirely to it; — ^that, just as what precedes it, is the pre- 
paration for it, just so, what follows it, is its consum- 
mation, and fippjication ; — that the payment, indeed, of 
Quriedemptiop is pot now any more reiterated ; but, ffiat 
what applies this redemption, is perpetuated constantly ; 
— in short, that it is necessary to know, how to make a 
distinction between those things, which are repeated, as 
imperfect; and those, which are continued, as necessary, 
and perfect. 

CHAP* XKVL-^fi^eciions on the foregoing doc- 
trine. 

I SHAlft. pause, a few mpmenisr here to request my 
dissenting brethren ta tnake a few serious rejections 
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upon the maxima which I have been suggesting ib 
them, on the subject of the Holy Eucharist. 

The essential basis of oor doctrine, respecung this 
adorable mystery, is the real presence. This, too, ur 
the basis, which forms the chief foundation of ouf 
contests with many of the protestant, but in particular 
with the Calrinislic, societies. The controversy is 
peculiarly important ; since it relates to the presence of 
J esus Cb rist himself. 1 1 is important ; — because there 
is DO mysteiy of religion, that appears more perplexing 
to the faith of our adversaries ; nor any, upon which 
they are more corapletefy at variance with us. 

Id most of the disputes, which we are unhappHy 
obliged to maintain with our protestant brethren, when 
the good sense of the latter permits, or induces, them 
to listen to us with moderatnm, they are always sure 
to find, that thfeir difficulties are softened down; and 
that, hitherto, tliey have been much nlore offended, and 
hurt, at the sound of words, than at the reality of 
things. But, on the article of the Eucharist, the con? 
trary is the fact. Upon this article the catholic and 
the protestant most strikingly agree in their forms of lan- 
guage ; — the latter, exactly like the former,, employ* 
ing the terms real participation** along with a great 
variety of expressions similar to this, ‘^oweyer, when 
we proceed to explain the intrinsic properties of our 
respective tenets, the more we do so, the more we aru 
found to differ. And the reason is, because the pror 
testant is not willing to admit all the coiisequences of 
those truths which he professes to acknowledge ;—di8- 
V ncerted, and perhaps even shocked, as I before re- 
marked,. at the difficulties, which bis senses, and the 
pride of the human mind, affect, in such consequences, 

have detected. . 
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It is, therefore, unfortunately too true, that- although 
the article of the Eucharist be perhaps the roost import^ 
ant, it is also, at the same time, the roost perplexing of 
all our reli^ous controversies ; and that wherein the ca- 
tholic and the protestant are roost decidedly at variance 
with each other. 

It has, however, pleased the divine wisdom to per- 
mit, that one, and perhaps the largest, portion of 
thepr-dtestaiit community, —the Lutherans,*— shoidd still 
continue as firmly attached to the belief of the Real' 
thence, as is the catholic church itself. Neither is 
this all : for, the same providence has permitted like* 
wise, that even the Calvinistio sects should have decided,' 
and formally declared, that the above doctrine of the 
Real Presence is completely inoffensite) or, to use their 
own Expression, ** devoid of venom i* that it does not 
destroy the foundations, either of salvation, or of faith ; . 
and finally, that it ought not to cause any breadi of com- 
munion "between the members of the reformed societies^ 

Here, then, let the protesiant, who feels any serious 
interest for the security of bis salvation, be all attention 
to- the wonderful ways of-Providence, — ways, which 
are doubtlessly designed to call back the wanderer to 
the paths of tru^ ; and to r^conduct him insensibly to 
the bosom of his parent-church. As for all other sub- 
jects, which serve sotnethnes to excite the complaints 
of our protestant brethren, — Uiesc, by the means of a 
little explanation, it would be easy, if not wholly to 
set aside ; — to reduce, at all events, to very little. But, 
upon the subject of the Eucharist, — a suliject, which 
could not fims easily be adjusted,— the^ reformers th^- 
selves, very fortunately, have removed the most serious 
obstacle ; having positively declared, that there is no- 
thing in the doctrine of the Real Presence, that is either 
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lajundds to ^Tation, or re^igoant to tlie foadameistal 
principles of the tnie religion* 

It is, indeed* true, that the Lutherans, whilst they 
agree with us in the fundamental doctrine of the Rcb|: 
Presence, do not stilh along with us, aclrnowledge all 
the consequences of this doctrine. Theysup^tose, that 
the bread and the body of Christ are joined together. 
Some of them condemn the action of adoring the holy 
sacrament ; and it is in its actual participation only, that 
they seem to acknowledge tiie real presence of their Re- 
deemer. But, surely, it is not the subtilty of a few artful 
theologians, that ought to induce any reasonable indivi- 
dual to believe, that, where men admit, and defend the 
Real Presence, they ought not likewise to admit its con* 
sequences; for comparing objects together, — the former 
is more io^KDtrtant 5 imd even more difficult to be con* 
cdved, Uiaa the latter. 

NeUber is this the only thiog, that the goodness oC 
Providence has permitted. Fox; labouring by secret artifi* 
ces to recal the protestant once more to the fold, from 
which he has gone astray; and laying ^he foundations of 
peace and reconciliation, even amid the bitterness of 
animosity, and the violences of contention, ^the divine 
mercy b^ still furtW, so ordained it, that the Calvi- 
nisUc societies should, all of tbem» have adcnowledged, 
and publiclv attested, — that on the supposition that the 
words qf the institution. This is My Body, ought to 
be taken literally, — the catholics, in this case, reason 
better far ; and draw their conclusions with much mom 
consistency, than do their own Lutheran brethren.* 


• Both the language, and belie/, ^ the Lutherans, respee^ 
nng the real presence, are, in my (pinion, more preposterous, 
i^ihiMof thspapi^s. CalTin. (Admonit. Ult. ad 
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. I shall not repeat,— neither is it neOessaiy,— the toi^ 
OU8 passages, which many authors have so often cited 
upon this subject. With the exception, ^deed, of those 
individuals^ whose minds are f^t chained te prejudice, 
there are few men, so unenlightened, or so illiberal, as 
not to own, that, if once the Real Presence be admitted, 
then are the catholic tenets, of all others, the most rati- 
onal, and the most consbtent. 

- It is, consequently, an established truth, that the 
ca^olic doctrine concerning the Holy Eucharist con^ 
tains, and inculcates, nothing, except the Real Pre- 
sence, PEOJPBRirT UNDRRSTOOD. However, it is true, 
lye do not stop here. We deduce inferences from the 
circumstance of the Real Presence. But, we request 
the proteatant to consider, that, neither in these iter- 
ances, nor in our explanahonsof the Holy Sacrifice, do 
we employ any other maxims, besides those, which are 
necessarily included in the fact of the Beal Presence. 

Should it, then, be asked, why the Lutherans, 
believing as they do in the Real Presence, refuse, still, 
to admit this sacrifice,— which, according to us, is its 
obvious result, — our answer, compressed into one word, 
is this, — that our^ tenets respecting the Eucharistic 
sacrifice ought to be ranked amongst those other con- 
sequences of the real presence, which the Lutherans 
have not comprehended ; and which we, in the opinion 

I assert^ that the PapittSy understanding ew they do^ the 
wordtf This is my Body, without any figure^ heUeve that 
the divinity follows the'hody hy concomitance^ with much greater 
eeaeony than you Lutherans do^ wkoy denying the words of con- 
qemiianoef sHU retain the sense of it. Zuinglius. (De Coena.X 
. The dogma of con substantiation is farther removed fro/m the 
words of Christ, than that of transubstantiation ; whether tse 
€0>niider the letter ’, or the ’ sense y of Vtose words. Hospinian* 
(Hist. Sacram.,) 
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cfvoQ of iho CalTini8t!i, have penetrated more rationally^ 
than they have done. 

But, if our catholic explanations be snffident to con- 
vince the Calvinist, that our doctnne concemmg the 
Eucharistic sacrifice is included virtually in fhcdof the 
Real Presence,~he ought, in such oasc^, to see more- 
over, and to acknowled^, that then, the grand dispute 
respecting the Mass, — a dispute, which has filled vo- 
lumes ; and given occasion to so much rancour, — should 
henceforth be abandoned; and^ expunged fiom the 
rolls of controversy. In fact, in this case, the diief 
difficulty is done away : and, what b atill more impor- 
tant,— -thia holy sacrifice, fat which the protc^nts en- 
tertain so decided an avesrion, becomes the necessary 
consequence, and the natural explanafion, of a doctrine, 
which even, by their own comession, devoid of 
venom** IaX the adversaries, therefore, of our divine 
religion look well into their own hearts : and placed 
piously in the presence of God, let them examine se- 
riously, whether indeed they have all that reason, 
which, they flatter themselves they have, for having 
abandoned those sacred altars, where their forefathers, 
for so many ages, used to fe^ on the Bread of life. 

CHAP. XXVII . — On Communion under hoik Kinds. 

Another consequence, which results from our doc- 
trine concerning the Real Presence; and which, also, 
it would be wrong to pass over without notice, is the 
following,— that, since Christ is really present in this 
holy sacrament, it is not to the sensible elements, which 
clothe it, that grace and benediction are appended, but 
substance of His living, and life-giving, 
r lesh ; because it is to ibis, that the Divinity is united. 
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0» thi* account, whoever believes in the myitery of tka 
Real Presence, ought not to make any difficulty respoc- 
Ung the ciroumstauco of receiving under one kind only.^ 
Because, under one kind, he receives whatever is essen « 
tial to the character of the sacrament. lie receive* 
wholly, and without any partition. Him, vybo alone 
replenish all the vast capaciousness of the hutnau 
heart: and he receives Him, too, with a plenitude the 

• John vi. 50, 51. This is the Bread descemling from hea^ 
^en; that, if any man eateth thereof, he may not die . ,,lf any 
man eat af this Breadyjie shall live for ever . . , He, that eateik 
HUs Bread shall live for ever. (V. 58.-) 

Luke xxiv. 30, 31. And it came to pass, whilst he sat at 
table with them, he took bread, and blessed it, and braJic it, 
mnd gave it to them. And their eyes were opened; and they knew 
him. 

Acts «. 42. And they were persevering in the doctrine (/ 
4he apostles ; add in the communicaiion. of the breaking of 
bread; and may ex. 

Acts XX. 7. And, on the first day of the week, when the 
disciples coane together to break bread. 

I Coriuthians xi. 27. Wherefore, whosoever shall eat tkie 
Bread; or drink this Cup of the Lord unworthily, shall be 
guilty of the Body and Blood of the Lord. 

Although, says Luther, it may be well to use both kinds in 
ike sdcrament, yet has Christ commanded^ nothing on the eub‘ 
joct, as necessary. fEp. ad Bohem.^ 

They sin not, the pretended reformer adds, ufho use hut one 
kind; Christ having left this to the choice of each one. (Capt. 
Bab.y 

They sin not, says Melanethon, who use either kind (Hist. 
Sac.) 

There are, in like manner, many of the most distinguished 
English theologians, who speak the same sort of language; — 
assert^g, that Christ never ordained the use of communion, 
under both species ; and that therefore its participation, under 
beth species, is not essential. Such is the doctrine of Mon- 
tagu, Forb^ White, &c. &c. 

■' F ■ ■ - 
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mow' certain, as the separation of the body and theblooif 
is not real ; but, as I have observed before, raysterious«r 

Behold, therefore, the wise and strong foundation, 
upon which the church, in her interpretation of the 
precept of communion, has declared, that the faithful 
may reap every benefit of sanctification, which the sa- 
crament administers, through the medium of one kind 
Only. If her wisdom have thought proper to confine^ 
the laity solely to one kind, it was not by any meana 
her design to do so, out of contempt, or from disregard,, 
for the otheV. On the contrary, she did so, out of a 
principle of veneration ; — in order to prevent those irre- 
verences", which the confusion and negligence of the 
public had too often created, above all, in these latter 
ages. But, she reserves to herself still, the power of 
fe-establishing the use of communion under both of tha 
species, whenever she conceives, that this form’ of dis- 
cipline may be eventually beneficial to the peace and 
imity of the Christian public. 

Our catholic tbeolc^ians have demonstrated to their 
protestant antagonists, that themselves have very fre- 
quently made use of interpretations, in relation to the 
sacraments, very similar to the foregoing. The inter- 
pretation, in particular, is remarkable, which.is con- 
tained in the twelfth chapter of their book of discipline, 
in the seventh article, under the title of the Lord s 
Slupper. In this, they say 7%e bread the LordTi 
^^pper ought to be administered to those, who can- 
mt drink wine ; upon their making a ptHtiestation^ 
"ttpat it is not done out of contempt .* and on endea- 
/uovnng to do the best, ihe^ can, ^even applying the 
xup close to their mouths, in order to prevent all 
senndaL The inference, which this regulation presents. 
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is manifest It is, — that these teachers of protestantism 
did not, therefore, conceive, that, by the institution of 
Jesus ChHst, the participation of both kinds is easential 
to the action of Conamunioo.' For, if such were the 
■case, then the sacrament ought to be absolutely with- 
holden from all those, who cannot receive it entirely. 
It should not be administered, in a way, which is re- 
engnant. to that, which its ^vine Author had estab- 
lished, and commanded. The inability of receiving it 
would, in such case, justify its omission. the 
truth is : — These pretended reformers felt, that the 
severity would be esroessive, should they refuse to ad- 
minister the sacrament, under one kind at least,, to 
those, who were incapable of receiving it under both. 
4nd since their condescension upon this point is not 
founded upon any authority of the scriptures, the con- 
sequence is, — that they are reduced to admits with us, 
that the words, in which Christ Jesus proposes the two 
Icinds to us, are subject to some sort of interpretation ; 
and that it is even by the judgment of the church, that 
such interpretation ought necessarily to be conducted. 

It may, however, possibly be imagined, that the 
point of discipline, which 1 have just been citing ; and 
which was instituted by the synod of Poitiers, in the 
year 1560, — was reformed, and altered, jiy tliat of 
Verteuil, in the year wherein it was ordained, 

that, ** li U not the opinion of ike society, that the 
bread ought to he administered to those, who will not 
receive the cup** Not even, spite of this' decision., 
are the two Synods at variance with each other. That 
of Verteuil speaks of those only, “who will not 
receive the cup.” That of Poitiers speaks of those, 

WHO cannot/' In reality, notwithstanding tha 
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^ecifion of the eynod of Verteiiil, the article of Poitieti 
forms still a part of the protestant code of discipline ; 
and has even been approved by another Synod, poste- 
rior to that of Veiteuil, — the Synod of Rochelle, holden 
iu 1571 ; when the article was revised; and confirmed 
in the form just cited. 

But, had it even happened, that the protestant Synods 
had varied in their sentiments upon this question, the 
circ-umstance would tend merely to demonstrate this, — 
that the object is not a point of faith ; but a point, 
which, according to their own principles, the church 
may, in its wisdom, alter, and improve, with circum- 
ttanccs, and occasions. 

* CHAP. XXVIII. — On Scripture, and Tradition. 

The only articles, which, after the foregoing expla- 
nations, 1 have yet4o discuss, are the opinions, which 
W'e entertain, respecting the word of God, and the au- 
thority of the church. 

Christ Jesus laid the foundations of his church upon 
the authority of preaching. And the consequence, 
therefore, is, — that the unwritten word was the first 
rule of Christianity,*— a rule, which, even when the 
books of the New Testament were superadded to it, 
did not, upon this account, lose any share of its for- 

• Matthew xxviii. 19, 20. Oo^ yet*, therefore^ and teach 
all nations ; baptising them in the name qf the Father^ and of 
iho Son^ and oj the Holy Ghost : teaching them to observe all 
things, whatsoever I have cwnmasided you. 

Mark xvi. 15. Go into the u^hole world ; and VREAcn the 
gospel to every creature. 

1 Corinthians xi. 23. Foa^ I have received of the Lard, that, 
which also I have DELivEuan to you, 

1 Corinthians xv. 3. For, I delivered to you, frsi of ail, 
that, which 1 aUo received. 
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Hi*r authority. For this reason it is, that wa receive* 
with an equal degree of veneration whatsoever has been 
taught by the apoetles ; whether this were communi* 
cated by writiiig, or inculcated only by w'ord of mouth,* 
—according to the express declaration of Saint Paul 
to the Thessalonians, commanding them to hold fast 
the traditions, which they had been taught, whether 
BY woRp, or by epistle. (2 Thess. ii. 15.) 

^ 2 Thessalonians hi. 6. JnH we charge you, hreihren, in 
the name of the Lord Jesus ChrisU that you withdraw yourselvee 
from every brother walking disorderly ; and not according to the 
TRADITION, which they have received from us. 

1 Corinthiaps xi. 2. iVotr, I praise you, brethren^ that, .you 
hew my ordimiutes, as i delivered them to you. 

1 Timothy i. 13. Hold the form of sound werdsy which thou 

hast beard of me in faith. • 

2 Timothy ii. 2. These things which thou hast rbard of mcy 

before many witnesses, the same commend to faithful men, who, 
shall he fit to teach others also, ' 

There is noti indeed, any where in the scriptures, a syllable 
to be found, that would seem to intimate, that Christ ever com- 
manded his disciples to compose a code of faith, much less a 
complete code, for the direction of his subjects not a word to 
attest, that the writings of the apostles are a code of the above 
description : not a line, to prove, in the eye at least of wisr 
dom, that it is the privilege of each individual to interpret the 
eacred volumes ; and to cull from them, as judges right, 
the articles of his belief. The obscurity alope of the holy Books, 
is a plain demonstration, that they were neither designed by the 
divine wisdom to be an ordinary code of faith ; por to be sub- 
jected to the notions of private interpretation. Indeed, not 
even do they contain the whole depositupi of tiie Christian Ihith. 
Bishop Montague, although a profestant, declares, that ^ there 
are six hundred pariiculdrs, instituted iy God in the point of 
JteHgiony commanded and used by the churth, of which, we own, 
that the scripture delivers, or teaches, no such thing.^' (Orig.) 
At all event^ it is certain, that the protestant believes, and cul- 
tivates, several things, -^fbr example, the institution of the Sun- 
day ; in&nt baptism, &c.^for i^hicb he has no authority in the 
texts of the sacred Volumes. . , 

r9 
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' Tb«pe cannot, indeed, exUt a sign more iudl^pniaUj 
certain^ tbat any peculiar doctrine derives its origin^ 
and has descend^ down to us, from the apostles, than 
when it has been embraced by all the churches of the 
Christian world, without the possibility of pointing out 
any fixed peri^ of its introduction. We cannot help 
receiving whatever Is established in this manner. We 
do it even, with that willing submission, which. Is due, 
we f^el, to the divine authority. Indeed, 1 am con- 
vinced, that the protestants themselves, where their 
reason is not warf^, and rendered obstinate, by pre- 
judico, enteitain, at the bottom of their hearts, the very 
same opinion. For, it is impossible to imagine, that 
any tenet, which has been admitted, since the dawn 
itself of Christianity, could really have derived its ori- 
gin from any other source, save that of the apostles. 
Hence, the protesta nt ought not to be astonished, that 
the catholic, — careful to collect, and retain, whatever 
his forefathers have bequeathed unto him, -—preserves 
with veneration the holy depositum of tradition ; just 
as, with piety, he reveres the sacred treasure of the 
scriptures. 

CHAP. XXIX.— i/ie Authority of the Church* 

The church has been established by the power and 
wisdom of jts^ sacred Author, in order to be the guide 
of Christian faith ; the director of Christian piety ; the 
guardian of the scriptures, and the preserver of tradi* 
tion.* We, therefore, receive from her hands those 

^ Matthew xaviii. 18, 19. AU jwwer is given to me, in 
heaven, asiA on eatrtk. Go, yon, therefore t tend teach alt 
tMtwns. 

Matthew xviii. 17 , Aeg %f Ae will not hear them, tell thi 
ohar^. Andrif he will not hear the ehttreh, let him bt to thee, 
me the heathen and the publican. 
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holy writing, which we reverence, as canonical. 

1 am even convinced, — spite of the contrary assertion, 
—that it is her authority principally, that induces the 
protestant himself to receive, as inspired, several por- 
tions of the holy volumes. It is hence, that he admits 
as divine, the Canticle of Caiiticles, or Song of Solomon, 
which, in fact, possesses hardly any intrinsic marks of 
inspiration hence, that he reveres the Epistle of Saint 
James, which Luther rejects, as spurious hence, 
that he respects the Epistle of Saint Jude, whose au- 
thority, on account of certain apocryphal books, which 
are quoted in it, might, to many, appear suspicious. But, 
in short, it is* not; it cannot be, upon any other au- 
thority, in reality, that the protestant receives, as in- 
spired, the whole body of the sacred scriptures. For, 
it is his custom to reverence these, even before their 
perusal has convinced him, that the spirit of God is 
infused into them. 

Attached, therefore, as we inseparably are, to the 
holy authority of the church, by Ute means of the 

Mark x\t. 15. Co inio tht whole world s and preach th^ 
Cospelto evet'y creature, 

Luke X. 16. Hft that k^reih you^^heareth me; and Ae, 
that deepiscHi you^ dtspi^ih me ^ and he ^ that despisetk me^ 
despiteih tiM, that tent me. 

Runiaus x. 17, 18. Faith, thim, cometh by hearing t and 
bearing by the word of Christ. But, I soy j have they no$ 
h^df^YeOy ptaity , their sound hath gout fos'th into aU the 
earth ; and their words unto the ends oj the whole world. 

1 Curiiiihiaae xii. 28, 29. Jnd Cod indeed hath set some 
in the church; first, apostles; secondly, prophets; thirdly, 
teachers. , . Jre all apostles ? Are all prophets t Are all teachers T 

1 John iv. 6. He, that knoweth Cod, heareih us. He, 
that is not of Cod, heoreth us not. By this we know the 
episrU of truths and the spirit of error, 

f4 
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^ptures^ which we receive from her hands, — we from 
her learn likewise the doctrines of tradition ; and bj 
means of tradition, the genuine sense of the sacred 
pages. It is for this reason, that the church professes 
to teach nothing, as from herself ; nor to invent an j 
new article of belief. What alone she does, is, under 
the influence and direction of tlie Holy Ghost, simply 
to declare the divine revelation ; and, after having de- 
clared, to follow, it. 

And that the Holy Ghost docs really explain him* 
self by the mouth of the church,— of this, we have 
a positive evidence, on the occasion of the dispute, 
which, in the time of the apostles, took place, respect- 
ing the ceremonies of the Law. The acts of these 
founders of our holy institute, in the decision of this 
important controversy, form a record, which instructs 
all succeeding ages, where that authority resides, by 
which all religious differences ought always to be deter- 
mined. So that, whenever any dispute shall unhappily 
occur to divide the faithful, the church, upon such occa- 
sion, will always interfere with her aathorily : and her 
pastors, convened in council, will always, in imitation 
of the apostles, say , — ** It hath seemed good to the 
Holtf Ghost, and to «/^.**(Act8 xv.) When she has 
spoken in this manner, then shall her children be in- 
structed ; and made to understand, that now, it is no 
longer their's to examine anew the articles, which 
have been thus decided ; but, In humble acquiescence, 
io submit to her decrees. This is merely imitating 
the examples of St. Paul and Silas ; who, when they 
corned to the faithful the fii*st ordinance of the apostles, 
so far from allowing them any fresh discussion of the 
point, which hod been just decided,— -they, pn the 
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contrary, loerhi through the provinces, teaching all to 
observe the injunctions of the apostles. ( Acts xvi.) 

Thus it is, that the tmo children of God, with 
humble acquiescence, submit their judgments to the 
wiser judgment oi the church ; convinced, that, by her 
mouth, they hear delivered to them the oracles of the 
Holy Ghost. It is in consequence of this conviction, 
that, alter having said in the Creed, 1 believe in the 
Holy G/wst, we immediately add, And in the holy 
catholic church ; — tying ourselves, by these words, to 
acknowledge, that the depositum of truth is, in this 
universal church, preserved for ever ; unfailing, perpe* 
tual, and entire. Indeed, this church, which we re- 
verence, as perpetual, would, cease to be a church, did 
she once cease to teach the genuine truths of revela- 
tion. So that the individuals, who think, or are ap- 
prehensive, that she will abuse her authority for the 
purpose of propagating error, do-not in reality possess 
that faith, which they ought to do, in that divine Spirit, 
ly whom the sacred institution is directed. 

And let the protestant consider objects, in a merely 
human point of view : — he will, eveh in ibis case, to 
reduced to acknowledge, that the catholic church, so 
far from endeavouring,— as her adversaries often assert, 
she does,-^to tyrannise over the belief of her members, 
she, on the contrary, has employed every passible ex- 
pedient to bind herself; and to deprive herself of the 
means of introducing innovations. For these ends, not 
only does she submit to the sacred scriptures ; but, in 
order to stay, or for ever banish, any arbitrary inter- 
pretations, — which cause sometimes the thoughts of 
men to pass for scripture,— she ties herself, moreover, 
to inltrpret, and understand,^wbctsoevcr belongs to faith 
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and morals, according to the interpretation and s^sa. 
of the holy Fathers. She solemnly professes, that, 
from the interpretations of these enlightened personages, 
she will, on no occasion, deviate. She declares, in 
all her councils, as well as in all her professions and 
instruments of faith, that she does not receive any 
article of belief, which is not exactly conformable to 
the tradition of each, and of eveiy succeeding, century. 

Men may reason as they please — but, it is trqe, that, 
if the protestant would consult the dictates of his owii 
conscience, he would find, that, after all, the word, 
“ Church,'* possesses a much greater infiuence over 
him, than, in bis disputes with us, he is willing to 
admit. I do not, for my own part, believe, that, in 
the whole protestant community, there is a single in- 
dmdual, who, — ^if he be'possessed of good sense, r-r 
would not tremble at the prospect of seeing himself 
stand alone in the profession of any peculiar opinion ; 
although even such opinion might, to him* appear t^ell 
founded. So true it is, that, on a subject so vitally 
important as that of religion, men, to be contentedly 
confident in their own sentiments^ require the sanction 
moreover of some society, which thinks, and believes, 
as they do. It is upon this account, that the ^eing; 
who created us and who knows, what best suits our 
circumstances, has, for our great benefit and happiness, 
decreed, that each individual amongst the faitbtul shall 
be subject to the authority of the church an autho- 
rity, which, for this reason, is, of all others, the most 
forcibly established. In reality, the authority of the 
church is established, not only by the testimony, which 
God himself has furnished in its favour in the sacred 
scriptures ; but, by a great variety of sensible attestar 
|ipU9 also, which point out ip the most striking manner^ 
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— rlbat, with a tender providence, He still watche# 
•ver the holy institution, The proofs of this may ba 
distinctly traced, not less in its inviolable and perennial 
duration than in its woyidj&rful apd mifaculous propa* 
gation. 

CHAP. XXX. — On the Vrotestani ofiniontt respee^ 
ting the Authority of the church. 

So necessary is the supreipe authority of the church 
for the regulation of those disputes and difference^ 
which take place among the faithful, either cpnceriih?^' 
articles of faith, or respecting the sense of^flj^^^hiy 
scriptures, that the protestants themselves, although 
they had reviled the thing as a piece of tyranny, — 
have yet, after all, been reduced to call it back ; and 
to re-establish it, in their own communities. 

When the Independants proclaimed publicly, that 
it is the right of each, and every, individual to follow 
the dictates of Jiis own conscience, without submitting 
Lis judgment to pny society of men, or to any eccle- 
siastical tribunal,-!— when they did this ; and upon this 
principle , moreover, refused to obey the mandates of 
the Synods,— the Synod of Charenton, in the year 
1644, condemned foudly the daring dpctrine; and 
condemned it, too, for the very same reasons, and on 
account of those very inconveniences, for which we 
catholics condemn it likewise. In the first place, the 
ministers of the above Synod remark, tjiat the error of 
the Independents consists, in teaching,— that, Each 

particular church should govern itself by its own 
kiws ; without any dependence upon any individual in 
ecclesiastical concerns ; and without any obligation 
etc know (edging the authority, either of Conste^ 
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tcrtes, ot Synods, for.Hs rsffulation^ or its conduct.^ 
— In the next place, the same Synod decides, — that 
the above sect ts fr^udicial to the slate, ju^t 
equally as it is to the church ; thdf it opens a door 
to every kind of irregularity, and extravagance ; 
that it destroys every means of remedying these dis- 
orders ; and that ^ it were once established, there 
might he formed as many religions as there are 
parishes ; or even, as there are private assemblages.*^ 
These last words make it manifest, that it was princi* 
pall^ in matters of faith, that the Synod wished to es* 
tabiish a system of 'dependence. For, the main 
inconvenience, it observes, into which the faithful w’ould 
fall, by the illusions of independence, is, — that, seduced 
by them, ** they might form as many religions, as, 
there are parishes.*' 

According to the doctrine, therefore, of this protea- 
tan t Synod, it is necessary, that each private church, 
and still piore, of course,^ each private individual,— 
should depend, in all matters of. faith, upoii some su« 
preme authority ; an authority, residing, cither in somo 
assembly, or in some society ; and to which all the 
faithful are bound to submit their judgment. Fur, ijt 
is a fact, that not even do the Independantslhemselves 
rehise to yield obedience to the word of God, in that 
sense, which their, own judgment has aiHxed unto it. 
Neither do they reject the decisions of Synods, 
that, after liaving examined them, they conceive they 
have found them, reasonable. What alone they refuatt 
to do, is this : — They refuse to submit their judgment 
to the judgment of any assembly whatsoever. And the 
reason is, — becaiLso it is the leading principle of proles- 
taatism, that every assembly, even that of the universal 
church, is ^ society of men, liable to error; aod to 


Digitized by Google 



105 


whicb therefioie, the Christian ought not to sabject, 9 c 
submit, his judgment : — the tribute of such submission 
being due to inBnite wisdom only. 

It is this pretended privilege of the Tndependants, 
that forms the great source of all those inconveniences, 
which the Synod, of Charenton has pointed out so cor- ' 
rectly. For, be the professions of men what they may ; 
and although even they may profess to submit tp the 
word of God, — yet, if each individual have the privilege 
to interpret it, according to his own ideas, and contraiy 
to the sentiments, and final determination, of the church, 
—in such case, there can be no doubt, but that the 
Elusive pretext ‘‘ (ype7iB a door to enery kind of irregu- 
lafiiy, and cjciravagance ; destroys every means of 
remedying these disorders;** (for, the decisions of the 
church are no remedy to men, who do not conceive 
themselves under any obligation of submitting to them) 
and in short, ** gives occasion to the formatio/i of as 
many religions ^ not only as there are parts hi,s,** but 
iOven as there are individuals. 

It was for the purpose of avoiding the above incon- 
veniences,^ which are pregnant, in fact, with the ruin 
of Christianity,— that the Synod of Charenton was 
compelled to institute a system ** of dependence in - 
ecclesiastical concerns ;* and not only indeed in these, 
but even in matters of faith. However, spite of these 
precautions, the misfortune is,— that never will tiiis pro- 
testant system of subordination prevent those pernicious 
effects, which, professedly, it has been created to obvi- 
.ate. In order to do thus the only expedient would b(% 
to esiablish, along with the calbolic, the rational max- 
im, that each private church ; and still more, each ))n- 
vale individual, ought to consider themselves obliged to 
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snbrnit their judgment, in all tnattenof refigbi), to the 
judgment and authority of the church. 

In the fifth chapter, on the subject of discipline, 
(Tit. Consist. Art. 31.) our pretended reformers, affect* 
ing to prescribe the means of ^putting an end is 
' those debates, which might arise respecting any 
point of doctrine^ or of discipline, 4*^.’'-^— ordain, in 
tlie first plade, that the Consistory shall endeavour to 
appease the whole, without any noise ; and with all 
the mildness of the word of Godf After the esta- 
blishment of a Consistory; of a Conference; apd a 
provincial Synod, — institutions, which they consider, ai 
so many different degrees of jurisdiction,— after these| 
comes next the National Synod,— -an ^thority, which 
they regard as paramount to every other. Of this, they 
speak, in the following manner In the National 
i^ynody there shall he formed the entire, and final, re* 
solution by the word of God; to which, should any 
refuse to submit, in every particular ; atpi w^h an 
e.rpress disavowal of their errors, they slwll ^ cut 
off from the society of the churchy It is, thus, evi- 
dent, that these imaginary refonners do nojt attribute 
the authority of this ultimate determination to the word 
i5f God, considered abstractedly by iUelf, and independ- 
ently of the interpretation of the church : because, al- 
though this “ word!' had been employed, on the occa- 
sions of their former decisions, in their inferior assem- 
blies, — yet, from these, we remark, they allow the pri- 
vilege of an appeal. It is, consequently, this word,'* 
according as it has been interpreted hy the supreme tri- 
bunal of the church, that constitutes f- that final, and 
irrevocable Resolution, in which whoever refuses to 
acquiesce, in every particvlar,"***okihon^ even be 
may conceive himself ever so well authorised by 
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word of God, -<- 18 , nevertheless, reprobated as profttnet 
corrupting that Word, which he pretends to reverence ; 
and insolently abusing it. 

There is, however, in the form of the Letters of De- 
nutation, — W'hich were drawn up by the l^ynod of 
Vitre, in 1617, in order to be observed by the provinces, 
on the occasions of their sending any meml^r to the 
national synod, — there is, in the form of these letters, 
something, that is even much more forcible and expres- 
sive, than what 1 have just cited from the acts of the 
Synod of Cbarenton. The following is the extraordi- 
nary instrument: — (Ve promise before God id ‘submit 
to whatsoever shall be concluded, and resolved vpon^ 
in your hofy assembly; to obey all its mandates ; and 
to execute them tenth all our power ; persuaded; as 
we are, that God will preside over it ; and conduct 
you by his Holy Spirit in all truth and equity, by the 
rule of his word. Here, the question is, not whether 
the individuals shall receive the determination of the 
synod, ^ter they have made the discovery,. that it has 
spoken according to the sense of the holy scriptures 
the question is, of submitting to such determination, even 
before ihe assembly has been actually called tc^ther ! 
And they do this, because ** they are persuaded ” — - 
they solemnly declare, — that the Holy Ghost will 
preside over f/.’ — Now, if this conviction be founded 
upon a merely human presumption, can. any individual, 
possibly, in his conscience, “ promise^ before God to 
submit to whatsoever shall be concluded, and resolved 
upon f to obey all the mandates of such assembly ? 
and with all his power, to execute them ?” Or else, if 
this conviction be founded upon the com|dete Gertmnty^ 
that the JEioly Ghost does really imp^. his ^esktanca 
to the church, on the occasions of its final determina-i 
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I wOl remark*, that not even do the catho* 
Uos ihemselviet require any thing more than this. 

Hence, the conduct itself of the proiestants demons 
strates this.-^ibat upon the subject of supreme autho* 
iky, these enemies if our holy rdigion agiee, in reality, 
with us. They agree, that, without such authority, it 
is impossible to remove doubts ; or to put an end to con- 
troveisies, in religion. And if, on the unhappy occa<« 
eion of their rebellion, they denied, that the faithful aie 
bound to submit their judgments to the judgment of 
the church,— -stilb the necessity of calling back some- 
thing, that looked like order, cpmpelled tbm, ere long, 
to establisfa, what their first engagements, and the eariy 
darings of their presumption, had prompted them to 
reject. 

But, in the National Synod of St Foi, they proceeded 
even to sriil greater lengths, than any which 1 have 
hitherto sta4ed. An overture, it would seem, had been 
made towards a reconciliation with the Lutherans, by 
means of A Formulary of profession of y^eneral 
faith, • common ,io 'all tite churches,** which it was 
proposed, at this time, to draw up. In France, the 
protestaixt churches were solicited to send to an assem- 
bly, convoked for this pufpose, “ certain respectable 
individuals, approved of, and authorised, by all the 
said churches; and invested with ample powers to 
Discuss; TO AGREE upon; AND TO DECIDE, EVERT 
POINT. OF DOCTRINE, and whatever else relates to 
union,** U|)Oii the suggestion of this singular proposal, 
behold the terms, in which tlie resolution of the Synod 
^ St Foi was expressed : The National Synod of this 
kingdom^ after having thanked God for such an 
overture j amd praised the care, the diligence, and 
Ae unsdom, qf the aforesaid deputies; and appro* 
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ting the remedies, which they have suggested, (that 
is, the pfan of drawing up a new Corrfession of Faith ; 
and of commissioning certain individuals to do so) — ^ 
ORDAINS, that, should the copy of the aforesaid Con» 
fession of Faith chance to he sent in time^ it shall, 
in this case, be examined by each separate provincial 
synod ; or else, according to the convenience of each 
province. Nevertheless, the synod has deputed four 
its ministers, the most experienced in such transe 
actions, to whom express orders have been delivered 
to repair to the place appointed, by the day agreed 
iepon; holding letters, and full powers, from all the 
ministers and ancient deputies of the provinces of 
this kingdom, as well as from his lordship, the Vis- 
count Turenne, in order to attain the obfects expressed 
above. And should it even happen, that there be 
NOT ANY MEANS OP EXAMINING, THROUGHOUT ALL THE 
PROVINCES, TBE AFORESAID CONFESSION, THEN SHALL 
IT BE LEFT TO THEIR PRUDENCE, AND SOLID JUDG 
MBNT, to COME TO A CONCLUSION UPON ALL THfc 
POINTS, wltich^ shall have, b^en the subjects of deli* 
heratien ; whether those points relate TO doctrine, 
or to^any thing else, that concerns the good, the 
' union, and the tranquillity, of all the churches,— 
Such are the effects of protestant liberty, and of pro« 
testant consistency! How often do the enemies of 
our religion upbraid us with the weakness of giving up 
our opinions to the judgment of the church ? — which is 
nothiog,else, they insultingly add, but a society of men, 
who are liable to be deceived. And, behold! when 
thethselves are assembled in their National Synod, re- 
presenting nearly all the churches of France, they 
Doldly venture to compromise, and endanger, their own 
fgutb, by confiding it to the disposal, or judgment, of 
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yW* mdMduaUJ — and even with so oompleie as 
abandonment, at the name time, of their own privaU 
opinions* as to give to these four individuals- the full 
power to alter that veiy Confession of Faith, which 
they now publish to the whole Christian world, as a 
confession, that contains the pure word of God ; — a 
confession, f9r which, on the occasions, when they pre- 
sented it to their sovereigns, they said, ** an infinite 
multitude of their members were prepared to lay down 
their lives !”*— But, I shall leave it to the wisdom of the 

* Error is always incoherent ; and I could easily cite in- 
•tancesof inconsistency in the established religion of this 
country, which, if not exactly similar, are at least equal, to 
those, with which Bossuet reproaches the French Calvinistie 
churches. However, 1 need not appeal to such examples. 
For, is it not a fact* that the whole constitution of the esta- 
blished religion,— ‘its basis, and its buttresses ; its fences, and 
its securities, are, all of them nearly, made up of very little 
else than inconsistencies ? Thus, for example,— the established 
church, in conformity with the principles of the reformation* 
disclaiming all pretensions to ini^llibility, allows, that, just 
like individuals, i tself is liable to error. ‘ ‘ Though we believe,'* 
■ays Dr Marsh, that we are right, we admit, we are possibfy 
tVRONO : though we believe others are wrong, we admit, that 
they are possibly right.** Accordingly, in consonance, still 
farther, with these maxims, it proclaims moreover the eman- 
cipation from the control of authority ; the sacred rights of 
private judgment , and the freedom of belief. All this is genuine 
Protestantism which whoever, indeed, denies, is not a real 
protestant. But, now, mark the inconsistencies. For, wlmt, 
notwithstanding all the above concessions. Is, still, the conduct 
of the establishment ? it is completely the violation, both of 
protestant principles, and of its own professions. So for is the 
church of England from acting like an institution, which owns 
itself liable to errors,— that, on the contrary, it confidently as- 
feumes toitMlfaVl the privileges of infallibility i and so £sr from 
conceding in reality, that liberty, which it approves in words, it 
even punishes the men, who use it» It dictates, and prescribes, 
creeds, and confessions ; and articles of feith. It issues laws, 
■na cancns, tod regulations, the most restrictive and severe* 
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•nligbtened reader to make his own reflecUont open the 
iingular decree of this protestant synod. I shall hasten 
to complete my explanation of our own tenets. 

CHAP. XXXI. — On the Authority of the Holy See; 
and on that of the Episcopacy. 

It was the will of the Son of God, that his church 
should be one ; and established solidly upon the firm 
basis of unity.* For these reasons, and in order to 
maintain, and cement this unity, his wisdom thought 

It exacts from its members, oaths ; and subscriptions, and so- 
lemn declarations. It imposes tests ; and pains, and penalties. 
And to complete the climax, it excommunicates ; and declares, 
accursed, the disbelievers of its doctrines. Now, what is incon- 
sistency, if this be not ? Or what, — if this be not, — is the arro- 
gation of th^ claims of inerrancy ? The dissenters complain 
daily, of these awful circumstances.. And they complain, \vith 
reason. For, if, — as Dr Marsh expresses it, — if the doctrine* 
-of the Establishment ‘‘ may be w rong,*' is It not improper to 
oblige meu to believe, — even toewear, that they believe, them ? 
And if the doctrines of others ‘‘ may be right,*’ is it not unjust 

to excommunicate them, for believing them ? “ If indeed,*’ 

say the dissenters,— “ the conduct of the establishment be 
well founded, then should the whole host of protestautiam 
hasten back, at once, to the pale of popery.** 

• John X. 16. And other sheep 1 have^ which are not of this 
fold : them also 1 must bring; and they shall hear my voice: 
and there shall be cmefold^ and one shepherd, 

Romans xvi. 17. AW, I beseech youy brethren^ to mark 
ihe'm^ who cause dissentionst and offences^ contrary to thodoe^ 
trine, which you have learned; and to avoid thefn. 

Ephesians iv. 3, 4, 5. Careful to keep the unity of the 
epi it in the bond of peace. One body, and one spirit; as you 
etre called in one ho^ of your calling. One Lord; one faiths 
one baptism, 

Philippiaos iii. 15, 16. Let ue, therefore, as many as are 
perfect, he thus minded. Nevertheless, whereunto w§ are 
atrtxsdy arrived, that we be of the tame mind; M us alto eon* 
ftmse in the earn nth, 
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proper to institute the supremacy of Saint Peter.* VTe, 
therefore, acknowledge this same supremacy, contiimed 
and perpetuated, in the successors of this |)riQce of the 
apostles owing to them, upon this account, that 
fubmission, and obedience, which both the holy coun-^ 
dls, and- the holy fathers, have always inoalcated, as 
the obligations of the Christian faithful. 

It is not necessaiy, that I shotild, here,, say any 
thing concerning certain questions, which are sometimes 
agitated in our schools, although the protestants are for 
aver citing these, in order to render the papal supremacy 
odious. These questions are not included among the 
articles of our faith. What alone is essentia! liore, is 


airaply to acknowledge a Head, established by the 
Wisdom of Jesus, Jn order to conduct his flock in the 
paths of truth, and piety. Indeed, this is a maxing 

• Sfatthew xvi. 15, Ac. Jesw saith unto them: 
fohem do pou say, that / am? Simon Peter answered^ eaiM 
modi llum art ChtHit, the Son of the Hving God, AndJeme 
antwering^ eoAd to him : Blessed art thbUt Simon Bar-Jona; 
Because ffesh and blood have not revealed this to thee, but my 
Fdther, who is in heaven. And / say unto thee : Thom art 
Peter / and upon this rork / will huUd Iny church : and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And t WUI give thee 
the keys of the kingdom of heaven ; and whatsoever thou ihaU 
bind upon earth, it shall bd bound also in heaven ; and ivhatSo* 
aver thou Shalt loose upon earth, it shall be loosed idso in heaven, 

John xxi. 15, &c. So, when they had dined, Jesus said to 
Simon Peter , Simon, son of Jonas, lovest , tkou me, more thad 
dhese } He saith to him : Yea, Lord, then knowest that / IdVe 
thee. He saitfi to him : Feed my lambs* He sai<h to kiis 
mgaih: Simin, son of Jonas, lovest thou met' He saith to 
him: Vta, Lord, thou knowest, that I Uve thee. He saiihu' 
him : F^d my lambs. He saifh to him, a third time : SiMoh, 
^ grieved, because he • 

^*dto him, a third time, Lovest thou me t And said lo him : 
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wbich all thofe will williagl v admit, who are the lorexa 
of fitUernal concord; or the friends of ecclesiastical 
fmammity* / ' 

Had the authors of protestaotism been the friends of 
unity, they, surely, would not, — as many of them 
have done, — have abolished the episcopal government, 
—an institution, formed by Christ Jesus himself; and 
which has flourished, incontestibly, from the era of the 
apostles. Neither would they, if they had loved peaca 
^ad unanimity, have contemned the authority of tbo 
chair of l^aint Peter ; whose foundation is so clearly 
proved by tlw testimony of the sacred scriptures; and 
whose duration is so evident by the attestation of tradi* 

* J4 it ear ^ l&ve to the reformation, says Bishop Thornd jke^ 
that I insist on ouch a ynnciple, as may serve to reunite us 
foiik the church ef Rome ; being weU assured that we can 
never be united with owrseives otherwise t and that not only the 
reformation, hut our eommon Christianity yeUt be lost in the 
divisions, which witi never end otherwise. (Ou Porbearaooe.) 

** Whoever knows Grotuts,** says this^reat man, ** knows, 
that it hew always been his wish to tee the Christian world once 
more reunited in one, and the same, body* He once imagined, 
that this might be begun at feast, by the tmion of the jnrotes^ 
tanis with one another* But, soon he found, that this it a 
thing quite myoetible; not merely on account of the turbulent 
dispositions of the Calvinists, but because the protestants have 
no eommon band of unity. For these reasons, not only will 
: the dijferenees among the protestants never be composed s but 
fresh tUiitumt will arise incessantly. Wherefore, it is now 
the decided opinion of Grotius, at well ae of many others, 
that the pt otestants will never be united amongst fhemsslvet, 
unless they be, again reunited to the see of Rome, He, there 
fere, wishes, that the rupture should be heated; at wtU as Us 
asmsee be removed, dmong iheet, the supremacy of the Pope 
ought mt to be reckoned. For Melanetkon himself allows, 
tbit this eupremaey it ossffttial to ike wmntgmaaoetof unity'* 
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tSon. Th«y would rather,— if, happily, they had lov«^ 
peace, — have preserved, with pious care, both the au- 
thority of the episcopacy, and the supremacy of the see 
of St Peter* For, whilst the former maintains peace 
in the separate churches; the lattf^r, by being a com •' 
mon centre, maintains it in the catholic universe. 

CHAP. XXXll.—TAe Conclusion. 

"'Such, therefore, is the expositioa of our catholic 
doctrines. , In my endeavour tO explain them, I have 
confined myself to our leading tenets ; omitting a few 
of those questions, which the protestants themselves do 
not consider sufficiently imporUint to form a reasonable 
motive for abandoning our communion. 1 flatter myself, 
that, should any of our dissenting brethren be induced 
to examine this little Treatise, with calmness and im* 
partiality, they vcill be disposed, after they have done 
so, to think much more favourably of the ])roofs, upon 
which the faith in our holy religion is established, and 
reposes. They will even, I am convinced^ be engaged 
to own, that our disputes. might, in general,, be terrai- 
uatcd very easily, by the mere candid exposition cf our 
sentiments. They will acknowledge, that our doctrines 
are holy; and that, even according to their own princi- 
ples, there is not any one of our tenets, that is subver; 
sive of the foundations of salvation. 

Or should it chance, that any one undertakes to 
publish a reply to this Treatise,— let me, in this case, 
remind him, that, in order to do so with any reasonable 
pi o-pect of success, bis plan ought not to be, to attempt 
the refutation of the doctrines, which I have stated in 
it. I’he reason is, — because ray design has been very 
little more than just to propose our sentiments ; wiUiout 
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entering into the arguments, which prove them to be 
divine. It is true, I have here and there suggested a 
passing testimony : but, it was merely because the 
knowledge of the leading evidences of certain tenets 
. forms an essential part of their exposition. 

1 should have deviated, likewise, from the plan of 
this instruction, had I stopped, in its progress, to exa- 
mine the various methods, which some of our catholic 
theologians have made use of, either to establish, or to 
' elucidate, the doctrine of the Council of Trent; along 
with the different consequences, deduced by some wri- 
ters from it. The method which the protestant ought, 
properly, to pursue, who proposes to make any solid 
objections against this Treatise, is to prove, . on the au- 
thority of acts, which the church is compelled to own, 
that *1 have not exposed our doctrine, with fidelity ; — 
or else, to shew, that my explanation of them leaves 
all the objections of our adversaries still unanswered ; 
and all their disputes unsettled. In short, his plan 
should be, to point out directly, and precisely, what 
that unholy tenet of our religion is, (if there be such) 
~wbich destroys the foundations of Christian faith. 
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